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MODEL:  “The Black Cat” short story analysis of Accelerated Pace Questions !

1.From what point of view is the story told?  Provide a quote that illustrates the point 
of view and then explain why this point of view is significant to the story.  State the 
name of the story and the author’s name in this response only.  The name of the 
story and author are not required in remaining responses.  !

 The short story “The Black Cat” by Edgar Allan Poe is told from first person point of 

view.  As the story begins, the narrator tells his story to an unknown person from his prison cell, 

“…these events have terrified — have tortured — have destroyed me” (1). This point of view is 

significant to the story because it allows the reader to hear the ravings of a drunken madman.    

!
2.Who is the protagonist?  Provide a quote and that describes the protagonist 

physically and another quote that describes a characteristic of the protagonist’s 
personality.  !

 The protagonist is the narrator who is a murderer and an alcoholic.  The protagonist 

admits that his “general temperament and character — through the Fiend of Intemperance 

(alcoholism) — had…experienced a alteration for the worse” (2).  The narrator abuses his wife 

and animals when he is drunk.  A violent alcoholic, the protagonist attempts to kill his cat, but 

murders his wife instead when he “buried an axe in her brain” (5).  
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3.Provide a quote that indicates the protagonist has mixed emotions about his crime. !
 The narrator has mixed emotions about his crimes.  After he cuts out his cat’s eye with a 

pen-knife, he “experience a sentiment half of horror, half of remorse, for the crime of which I 

had been guilty…” (2).  To cope with his guilt, he gets intoxicated again and “drowned in wine 

all memory of the dead” (2). 

!
4.In what way(s) did the author’s background influence him to write this story? Provide 

a quote to support your answer.   !
 Like the narrator, Edgar Allan Poe was an alcoholic, which enabled him to describe the 

damage caused by drinking too much “…I made no scruple of maltreating the rabbits, the jokey 

or even the dog…But my disease grew upon me — for what disease is like Alcohol!” (2).  

!
5.Describe a conflict in the story. Is it internal or external? What type of conflict is it? !
 The conflict in the story is an internal, person versus self conflict.  The narrator attempts 

to avoid harming the second black cat, but he “soon found a dislike to it arising within (him)…

(He) avoided the creature; a certain sense of shame, and the remembrance of (his) former deed of 

cruelty, preventing (him) from physically abusing it” (4).  Eventually, the narrator loses control 

and “Uplifting an axe, and forgetting, in (his) wrath, the childish dread which had hitherto stayed 

(his) hand, (he) aimed a blow at the animal…” (5). 

!!!!!
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6. Who is the antagonist in the story or what is the antagonistic force? Provide a quote 

to support your answer. !
The antagonist in the story is the narrator’s madness.  The narrator nearly gets away with murder, 

but he “rapped heavily, with a cane which (he) held in (his) hand, up that very portion of the 

brick-work behind which stood the corpse…” (7).  This awakens the cat behind the brick wall 

who alerts the police to the location of the dead body.   

!
7. What are two examples of rising action in the story? !
Examples of rising action in the story include: 
• the narrator cutting out Pluto’s eye 
• the narrator’s drinking increases and, in another rage, he hangs Pluto from a tree in his yard 
• his house burns down the same evening of the day in which he kills Pluto 
• a mysterious image appears o the one remaining wall of his burned down home 
• he loses everything and moves to a much smaller apartment 
• he meets up with the new cat that closely resembles Pluto 
• the new cat psychologically torments the narrator and reminds him of his guilt !
8.What is the climax or turning point of the story? !
 The climax in the story occurs when the narrator raises his hand to deliver a fatal blow by 

the axe to the head of his innocent wife.   

!
9. What is one example of falling action in the story? !
Examples of falling action in the story include: 
• concealing the body in the partial chimney area 
• welcoming the police to investigate !
10. What is the resolution of the story? !
 The resolution of the story occurs when cries are heard behind the wall and the narrator’s 

crime is discovered by the police.  Then, the cat is discovered alive behind the wall. 
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11. What is a possible interpretation of the title as it pertains to the story? Provide a 

quote to support your answer. !
 A possible interpretation of the “The Black Cat” as it pertains to the story is that Pluto is a 

witch who haunts and brings bad luck to the narrator in the form of two felines.  The narrator 

mentions his wife’s suspicions at the beginning of the story “…my wife, who at heart was not a 

little tinctured with superstition, made frequent allusion to the ancient popular notion, which 

regarded all black cats as witches in disguise” (2).  

!
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