
True Crime 
 

 
 
Baatz, Simon.  For the Thrill of It:  Leopold, Loeb, and the Murder that Shocked Jazz 
Age Chicago  - Presents a detailed account of the murder of fourteen-year-old Bobby 
Franks in Chicago in 1924, the arrest of Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb, their trial, and 
imprisonment. (541 p.) 
 
Bernstein, Carl and Bob Woodward.  All the President’s Men  - Investigation and report of 
the burglary at Watergate that climaxed with a President's resignation.  (349 p.) 
 
Boser, Ulrich.  The Gardner Heist: The True Story of the World’s Largest Unsolved 
Art Theft  - An account of one of the twentieth century's greatest art heists that occurred in 
the early morning hours of March 18, 1990, when thieves posing as police officers entered 
the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston and left with a dozen masterpieces, 
including three Rembrandts and a Vermeer, valued at five hundred million dollars. (260 p.) 
 
 
Bugliosi, Vincent.  Helter Skelter:  the True Story of the Manson Murders  - The 
prosecutor of the Tate-LaBianca trials presents the inside story behind the Manson killings, 
explaining how Charles Manson was able to make his "family" murder for him, chronicling 
the investigation, and describing the court trial that brought him and his accomplices to 
justice. (687 p.) 
 

And the Sea Will Tell  - Reconstructs a realistic murder crime on the remote 
Palmyra Island, 1,000 miles due south of Hawaii. (657 p.) 
 
Capote, Truman.  In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and its 
Consequences  - Recreates the slaying of the Clutter family of Kansas, and the capture, 
trial, and execution of their murderers. (343 p.) 
 
Cornwell, Patricia.  Portrait of a Killer: Jack the Ripper Case Closed  - Crime writer 
Patricia Cornwell uses historical documents and modern technological advances to try and 
identify the nineteenth-century killer Jack the Ripper. (383 p.) 
 
Crowe, Chris.  Getting Away With Murder:  The True Story of the Emmett Till Case  - 
Presents a true account of the murder of fourteen-year-old, Emmett Till, in Mississippi, in 
1955. (128 p.) 
 
Cullen, Dave.  Columbine  - Provides an account of the shootings at Colorado's Columbine 
High School on April 20, 1999, focusing on the teenage killers Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, 
drawing from interviews, police files, psychological studies, and writings and tapes by the 
boys to look at the signs they left that disaster was looming. (417 p.) 
 



Hollandsworth, Skip.  The Midnight Assassin:  Panic, Scandal and the Hunt for 
America’s First Serial Killer  - Chronicles the events surrounding a series of serial murders 
that were committed in Austin, Texas during the late part of the nineteenth century. (321 
p.) 
 
Larsen, Erik.  The Devil in the White City:  Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair 
That Changed America  - An account of the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 relates the 
stories of two men who shaped the history of the event--architect Daniel H. Burnham, who 
coordinated its construction, and serial killer Herman Mudgett. (447 p.) 
 
Lehr, Dick and Gerard O’Neill.  Black Mass: Whitey Bulger, the FBI, and a Devil’s Deal 
- Tells the true story of an FBI agent's attempts to infiltrate the Irish Mob. (417 p.) 
 
Mailer, Norman.  Executioner’s Song  - Re-creates the crime, trial and events leading to 
the execution of convicted murderer Gary Gilmore, who requested the death sentence. 
(1002 p.) 
 
McGinniss, Joe.  Fatal Vision  - A documented book on a doctor in the Green Berets who 
was convicted of the slaying of his pregnant wife and two small daughters.  (     p.) 
 
Miller, Sarah.  The Borden Murders:  Lizzie Borden & The Trial of the Century  - 
Discusses the trial of Lizzie Borden and the murders of her parents. (288 p.) 
 
Moss, Jason.  The Last Victim: A True-life Journey Into the Mind of the Serial Killer  - 
Jason Moss explains how he became friends with a handful of the most dangerous serial 
killers in America and discusses what he learned from these men, how he became John 
Wayne Gacy's last attempted victim, and why he befriended the killers. (278 p.) 
 
Reiterman, Tim.  Raven:  The Untold story of the Rev. Jim Jones and His People  - 
Examines the life of Jim Jones and the history of the People Temple, discussing 
misconceptions about Jones' character and motives, why people followed him, and related 
topics; and features sixty-five photographs. (624 p.) 
 
Rule, Ann.  The Stranger Beside Me  - Chronicles the story of convicted killer Ted Bundy 
by a woman who had worked with him at a Seattle crisis clinic and analyzes the double 
personality of Bundy, who admitted to killing nearly forty women. (548 p.) 
 

Small Sacrifices  - Examines the turbulent life of Diane Downs--filled with sexual 
obsession and violence--and chronicles the police investigation that ended in her conviction 
for the 1983 murder of her seven-year-old daughter and the attempted murder of her other 
young children. (494 p.) 
 
Sanders, Eli.  While the City Slept:  A Love Lost to Violence and a Young Man’s 
Descent into Madness  - In this riveting, probing, compassionate account of a murder in 
Seattle, Eli Sanders, who won a Pulitzer Prize for his newspaper coverage of the crime, 
offers a deeply reported portrait in microcosm of the state of mental health care in this 
country--as well as an inspiring story of love and forgiveness.(316 p.) 
 



Saviano, Roberto.  Gomorrah  - An investigation of the Italian crime network known as the 
Camorra, focusing on its effects on the city of Naples, one of the ports through which the 
Camorra, also known as the System, runs its global operation, which includes interests in 
construction, high fashion, drugs, and toxic-waste disposal. (301 p.) 
 
Sebold, Alice.  Lucky  - The author describes the circumstances of her rape as an 
eighteen-year-old college freshman, the arrest and trial of her attacker, and her struggle to 
reclaim her shattered life. (246 p.) 
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