
British Literature:  End of Year Reading Booklist* 
 

 
 

Adams, Douglas.  The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy - Chronicles the offbeat and 
occasionally extraterrestrial journeys, notions, and acquaintances of galactic traveler Arthur 
Dent. (science fiction) 
 
Aveyard, Victoria.  Red Queen - In a world divided by blood--those with common, Red 
blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman 
abilities--seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red, discovers she has an ability of her own. (fantasy) 
 
Brown, Jennifer.  Hate List - Sixteen-year-old Valerie, whose boyfriend Nick committed a 
school shooting at the end of their junior year, struggles to cope with integrating herself 
back into high school life, unsure herself whether she was a hero or a villain. (realistic 
fiction) 
 
Cameron, W. Bruce. A Dog’s Purpose - Bailey, the canine narrator, offers an inside look at 
how a dog thinks, feels, and behaves, exploring the unique bond she has with her humans and 
the many benefits of owning a dog. (human-animal relationships) 
 
Coe, Jonathan.  The Rotter’s Club - Four boys, classmates and friends, must learn to cope 
with their own hopes and traumas as well as their country's as they come of age in the 
turbulent 1970s. (realistic fiction, friendship) 
 
Deuker, Carl.  Runner - Living with his alcoholic father on a broken-down sailboat on Puget 
Sound has been hard on seventeen-year-old Chance Taylor, but when his love of running 
leads to a high-paying job, he quickly learns that the money is not worth the risk. (realistic 
fiction) 
 
Donoghue, Emma.  Room:  a Novel - A five-year-old narrates a story about his life growing 
up in a single room where his mother aims to protect him from the man who has held her 
prisoner for seven years since she was a teenager. (realistic fiction) 
 
Feinstein, John.  Foul Trouble - College recruiters are clamoring to sign up Terrell 
Jamerson, the #1 high school basketball player in the country. But not all of these recruiters 
are straight shooters, and Terrell will have to think fast if he wants to stay in the game. 
(sports) 
 
Foer, Jonathan.  Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close - Oskar Schell, the nine-year-old 
son of a man killed in the World Trade Center attacks, searches the five boroughs of New 
York City for a lock that fits a black key his father left behind. (realistic fiction) 
 



Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere:  a Novel - Richard Mayhew, a young businessman living in 
London, helps an injured girl and finds his life changed when he leaves reality and enters 
the city's underground world of sewers and abandoned subway stations--a world in which 
the girl he helped is someone of power and nobility. (horror, fantasy) 
 
Green, John.  Looking For Alaska - Sixteen-year-old Miles' first year at Culver Creek 
Preparatory School in Alabama includes good friends and great pranks, but is defined by the 
search for answers about life and death after a fatal car crash. (realistic fiction) 
 
Harden, Blaine.  Escape from Camp 14 - Chronicles the life of Dong-hyuk Shin, who was 
raised in a political prison camp in North Korea, and describes the inhuman conditions 
inside, his harrowing escape from the camp and the country, and his efforts to raise 
awareness of the camps to others. (non-fiction, political prisoners, concentration camps) 
 
Hornby, Nick.  About a Boy - Will trades his lack of enthusiasm toward children for a date 
with a truly beautiful woman who is also a single mother. (realistic fiction) 
 
Kaufman, Amie. These Broken Stars - Two star-crossed lovers must fight for survival when 
they crash land on a seemingly uninhabited planet. (science fiction) 
 
Lane, Andrew.  Death Cloud - In 1868, with his army officer father suddenly posted to 
India, and his mother mysteriously "unwell," fourteen-year-old Sherlock Holmes is sent to 
stay with his eccentric uncle and aunt in their vast house in Hampshire, where he uncovers 
his first murder and a diabolical villain. (mystery and detective stories, historical fiction) 
 
Lockhart, E.  We Were Liars - Spending the summers on her family's private island off the 
coast of Massachusetts with her cousins and a special boy named Gat, teenaged Cadence 
struggles to remember what happened during her fifteenth summer. (realistic fiction, 
amnesia) 
 
Lore, Pittacus.  I am Number Four - In rural Ohio, friendships and a beautiful girl prove 
distracting to a fifteen-year-old who has hidden on Earth for ten years waiting to develop 
the Legacies, or powers, he will need to rejoin the other six surviving Garde members and 
fight the Mogadorians who destroyed their planet, Lorien. (science fiction) 
 
Luttrell, Marcus. Lone Survivor - American Navy SEAL and team leader Marcus Luttrell tells 
his story of the loss of his teammates in July 2005 along the mountainous 
Afghanistan-Pakistan border to al-Qaida insurgents. (non-fiction, military) 
 
Maas, Sarah J.  A Court of Thorns and Roses - Dragged to a treacherous magical land she 
only knows about from stories, Feyre discovers that her captor is not an animal, but Tamlin, a 
High Lord of the faeries. As her feelings toward him transform from hostility to a fiery passion, 
the threats against the faerie lands grow. Feyre must fight to break an ancient curse, or she will 
lose Tamlin forever. (fantasy) 
 
Marsden, John.  Tomorrow, When the War Began - Seven Australian teenagers return 
from a camping trip in the bush to discover that their country has been invaded and they 
must hide to stay alive. (suspense, survival) 



 
McCormick, Patricia.  Never Fall Down - When soldiers arrive in his hometown in 
Cambodia, Arn Chorn-Pond is separated from his family and sent to a labor camp, where he 
works in the rice paddies until he volunteers to learn to play an instrument--a decision that 
both saves his life and lands him in battle. (fiction, based on a true story; genocide) 
 
McEwan, Ian.  Atonement: a Novel - Imaginative thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis, 
misinterpreting a scene between her older sister Cecilia and Robbie Turner, the 
housekeeper's son, later accuses Robbie of a crime she has no proof he committed and 
spends years trying to atone for her actions.  (historical fiction, sisters, guilt) 
 
McNamee, Graham.  Acceleration - Stuck working in the lost and found department of the 
Toronto Transit Authority for the summer, seventeen-year-old Duncan finds the diary of a 
serial killer and sets out to stop him. (mystery and detective stories, serial killers) 
 
Mulligan, Andy.  Trash -Fourteen-year-olds Raphael and Gardo team up with a younger 
boy, Rat, to figure out the mysteries surrounding a bag Raphael finds during their daily life 
of sorting through trash in a third-world country's dump. (dystopian fiction, mystery) 
 
Niven, Jennifer.  All the Bright Places - Told in alternating voices, when Theodore Finch 
and Violet Markey meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school, both teetering on the edge, 
it's the beginning of an unlikely relationship, a journey to discover the "natural wonders" of 
the state of Indiana, and two teens' desperate desire to heal and save one another. 
(friendship, suicide) 
 
Novak, Ali. My Life with the Walter Boys - Devastated when her parents are killed in a 
car accident, sixteen-year old Jackie moves from New York City to Colorado to live with her 
mother's best friend, who has twelve children, including two boys who start to show an 
interest in Jackie that goes beyond brotherly. (realistic fiction, orphans) 
 
Pratchett, Terry.  Night Watch:  a Novel of Discworld - Duke-detective Sam Vimes is 
accidentally transported thirty years back in time, where, finding his old mentor dead, he is 
forced to train his younger self to be a policeman; and where he tries to prevent a bloody 
revolt in order to save the lives of his friends. (fantasy, time travel) 
 
Sharenow, Robert.  The Berlin Boxing Club - In 1936 Berlin, fourteen-year-old Karl Stern, 
considered Jewish despite a non-religious upbringing, learns to box from the legendary Max 
Schmeling while struggling with the realities of the Holocaust. (historical fiction) 
 
Sepetys, Ruta.  Between Shades of Gray - In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and 
brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where 
her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to 
honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. 
Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. (historical fiction) 
 
Sparks, Nicholas.  The Longest Ride - Presents the story of two couples whose parallel 
love stories intersect in profound and interesting ways. (realistic fiction, love stories) 
 



Wein, Elizabeth.  Code Name Verity - In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in 
Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great 
courage as she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can. 
(historical fiction) 
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