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Mark Your Calendar 

12/17! Community Meeting, 9: 05!!
12/23! Full Day of School ***!!
12/24 Vacation Begins!!
***  Note: December 23rd is a full day of 
school. The earlier version of the district calendar 
listed it as an early release day. To see the complete 
district calendar, click here.

Vinal Newsletter 

Pre-School Lottery Registration!
Norwell Public Schools is accepting registrations for community preschoolers for the 2016-2017 
Preschool Lottery. The Preschools, located at Cole  & Vinal School, are integrated programs for 3 
and 4 year olds both with and without disabilities. !

Community preschoolers  serve as peer models for students with disabilities, these students should be 
toilet trained and  display developmentally appropriate speech and language skills, social skills, and 
play skills. !

Space is limited. During the 2015-2016 school year community preschoolers were charged a fee to 
attend the program ($2,475/year for 3 year olds for 3 mornings/week and ($3,300/year for 4 year olds for 
4 afternoons/week). This fee may increase next year. A student who enters the program as a 
community student is entitled to remain until he/she reaches school age. Please visit our web site 
www.norwellschools.org and click on Instructional Services/Early Childhood Education/Pre K Lottery 
to submit a registration form. The registration period is through 1/25/2016. The lottery will be 
held January 26, 2016. 

Thank you, Beautification Committee, for 
decorating the front of the school! All the 
students and staff were full of smiles and 
holiday cheer on Monday morning.

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/2015-16SchoolCalendar-Revised%206-23-15.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/2015-16SchoolCalendar-Revised%206-23-15.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org
http://www.norwellschools.org
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5th Grade Working 
with 1st Grade!
Students from Ms. Peckham’s 5th 
grade have been working with students 
from Mrs. Fraser’s 1st grade on mini-
research projects.  The younger 
students were investigating National 
Symbols and their older friends were on 
hand to assist.

Attendance Policy!
Notification letters were sent home this week via mail to parents of students who have had five 
or more unexcused absences this year. Students may be excused temporarily from school 
attendance for the following reasons: illness or quarantine; bereavement or serious illness in 
family; weather so inclement as to endanger the health of the child; and observance of major 
religious holidays. A child may also be excused for other exceptional reasons with prior 
approval of the Principal or designee.!

As I stated in last week’s newsletter, the intent is to notify parents and keep open 
communication between the school and home. A student's understanding of the importance of 
day-to-day schoolwork is an important factor in the shaping of their character. Regular and 
punctual school attendance is essential for success in school.!

Parents must provide either written or verbal explanation for the absence or tardiness of a 
child. This will be required in advance for types of absences when advance notice is possible. In 
instances of chronic or irregular absence reportedly due to illness, the school administration 
may request a physician's statement certifying such absences to be justified.!

If needed, and in addition to letters being sent home, I will call parents/guardians directly to 
set up a meeting. The meeting would be to develop action steps to improve student attendance 
and would be developed jointly by the Principal or designee and the student’s parent/guardian. 
Based on age and/or readiness, the student could also be involved in attending the meeting and 
the creating of action steps. !

For information on Norwell Public School’s  “Student Absences and Excuses” policy you can 
reference pages 13, 84, and 85 of the Parent/Student Handbook found here.!

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/15/Elementary%20Handbook%202015-2016.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/15/Elementary%20Handbook%202015-2016.pdf
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Vinal School Gives Back Initiative & !
the Norwell Food Pantry!

Our fifth graders at Vinal School are beginning to implement a new idea:  Fifth Grade Community Service.  
To kick-off the Fifth Grade Community Service idea, we would like to facilitate a “Vinal School Gives Back” 
initiative. With this initiative, we are partnering up with the Norwell Food Pantry to begin a food drive.  
However, we cannot do this alone.  We need the help of the entire Vinal School community to make this a 
successful endeavor.  !

The Food Pantry has given us a very specific list of the items they are currently seeking and we have assigned 
each grade level two specific items to collect. Each classroom will get two reusable shopping bags (Thank you 
to Stop and Shop and Hanford's for donating all the bags!). As students bring in their donations, they should 
place them in the shopping bags in their classroom.!

We recognize that families in our own Norwell community experience hardship beyond the holiday season, so 
we would like to continue this “Vinal School Gives Back” program all year long. As the Norwell Food Pantry 
updates the items in need, the fifth graders will update each grade level as to what is needed from them.  When 
a shopping bag is full, a 5th grade student will come and pick it up, and later return the empty bag for the next 
round of donations.!

Thank you for being a part of this learning opportunity for our students.  Thank you in advance for your 
support and generosity!!

Current Items Requested by the Norwell Food Pantry: 
PreK & Kindergarten :Juice boxes (Apple & Eve, Mott’s, Juicy Juice, etc), Cereal bars (Nutri-Grain, Quaker, 
etc.) 
Grade 1: Pop Tarts, Baby wipes                         
Grade 2: Kids’ cereal (Cheerios, Raisin Bran, etc.), Toilet Paper!
Grade 3: Granola bars, Bottled juice (Ocean Spray, Welch’s, Minute Maid, etc.)!
Grade 4: Cookies, Canned beef stew (Campbell’s, Progresso, etc.)!
Grade 5: School snacks - individually packaged (Goldfish crackers, fruit snacks, pretzels, etc.), Paper towels!

5th Grade Winter Concert!
This week our 5th graders performed in the annual Winter Concert. On Tuesday morning they performed for 
the entire school and on Wednesday night they repeated their performance for their family and friends.  The 
band lead off with their versions of Jingle Bells, My Dreydl, Up On A Housetop and Jolly Old St. Nick.   The chorus 
completed the concert with Amani Utupe, Bashana Haba’ah, Let It Be and a rousing edition of Sleigh Ride.  All of us 
at Vinal are very impressed with the amount of work they put into practicing for this concert.  Ms. Medairos 
and Ms. DaSilva were very proud of their students, too!
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Assessment - In education, the term assessment refers to the wide variety of methods or tools that 
educators use to evaluate, measure, and document the academic readiness, learning progress, skill 
acquisition, or educational needs of students.!

While assessments are often equated with traditional tests—especially the standardized tests developed 
by testing companies and administered to large populations of students—educators use a diverse array of 
assessment tools and methods to measure everything from a four-year-old’s readiness for kindergarten to 
a twelfth-grade student’s comprehension of advanced physics. Just as academic lessons have different 
functions, assessments are typically designed to measure specific elements of learning—e.g., the level of 
knowledge a student already has about the concept or skill the teacher is planning to teach or the ability 
to comprehend and analyze different types of texts and readings. Assessments also are used to identify 
individual student weaknesses and strengths so that educators can provide specialized academic support, 
educational programming, or social services. In addition, assessments are developed by a wide array of 
groups and individuals, including teachers, district administrators, universities, private companies, state 
departments of education, and groups that include a combination of these individuals and institutions!

* The Glossary of Education Reform - http://edglossary.org/!

This Week’s Vinal Vernacular

http://edglossary.org/
http://edglossary.org/
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Honoring the Immigrant Story in 4th Grade!
On Friday, our 4th graders participated in a “living museum” portraying immigrants to the United States at 
the turn of the 20th century.  The students worked for weeks researching their characters, writing journals 
detailing their story and creating family crests.  The theme was “the American Dream”, along with the 
misconception of the “road paved with gold” and the “promise of the land of opportunity”.  The gym was 
set up to be Ellis Island and was filled with the reality of inspections, immigrants, and most importantly, 
the hope for a new start in life.  Thank you to the families who supported our students with this project 
and a special thank you to the nearly 200 parents, grandparents and siblings who visited.!

!
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The Responsive Classroom: !
Guiding Principle and Teaching Practices!

As a Responsive Classroom school, Vinal believes strongly in its guiding principles and teacher practices. The 
Responsive Classroom approach is a way of teaching that emphasizes social, emotional, and academic growth in a 
strong and safe school community. Developed by classroom teachers, the approach consists of practical strategies 
for helping children build academic and social-emotional competencies day in and day out. This approach aligns 
nicely with Vinal’s core values of Responsibility, Respect and Kindness, and Risk Taking.#

Guiding Principles Teaching Practices

✦ The social curriculum is as important as the academic 
curriculum.!

!
✦ How children learn is as important as what they learn; 

process and content go hand in hand.!

!
✦ The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social 

interaction.!

!
!
✦ There is a specific set of social skills that children need 

to learn and practice in order to be successful 
academically and socially: cooperation, assertion, 
responsibility, empathy, and self-control (CARES).!

✦ Knowing the children we teach – individually, culturally, 
and developmentally – is as important as knowing the 
content we teach.!

✦ Knowing the families of the children we teach is as 
important as knowing the children we teach.!

✦ How we, the adults at school, work together is as 
important as our individual competence: lasting change 
begins with adult community.!

✦ Morning Meeting: A daily routine that builds 
community, creates a positive climate for learning, and 
reinforces academic and social skills.!

!
✦ Rules and Logical Consequences: A clear and consistent 

approach to discipline that fosters responsibility and 
self-control.!

✦ Classroom Organization: Strategies for arranging 
materials, furniture, and displays to encourage 
independence, promote caring, and maximize learning.!

!
✦ Guided Discovery: A format for introducing materials 

that encourages inquiry, heightens interest, and teaches 
care of the school environment.!

✦ Academic Choice: An approach to giving children 
choices in their learning that helps them become 
invested, self-motivated learners.!

!
✦ Reaching Out to Parents/ Guardians: Ideas for 

involving parents or guardians as true partners in their 
children’s education.!
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Hour of Code!
Under the leadership of Technology Specialist Mike Tinker, our students have begun working with the 
nationwide initiative  called Hour of Code. Designed to introduce the concept of computer programming, students 
work on to solve puzzles.  Once they solve it, they click on a button that displays what the computer program 
behind that puzzle looks like.  This week Mr Tinker worked with grades 3 -5 and Library and Media Specialist 
Mary Howard worked with grades K - 2 introducing this program.  One of the best features of this program is 
that it is designed for all ages; the puzzles get increasingly more complicated as students become more experienced.  
For more information or try this at home, visit https://hourofcode.com/us. 

https://hourofcode.com/us
https://hourofcode.com/us
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PARENTAL INTERNET /WiFi SECURITY 
WORKSHOP 

All participants receive an internet appliance with 
Parental controls. This workshop is geared to the 
"non-technical" user.!

Jan 20 - MORNING SESSION at 
NorwellTown Office Building-Osborne 
Room,  10am-noon 

Jan 20 - AFTERNOON SESSION at Norwell 
Middle School Community Room,  7-9pm 

!
!

The Red Apple Program 

   Please consider donating to the Norwell 
Education Foundation’s Red Apple Program this 
holiday season! This program gives parents and 
other community members the opportunity to 
make contributions to the Norwell Education 
Foundation in honor of a teacher, coach, 
administrator or staff member in the Norwell 
Public School system. 

   Donors can make contributions of any amount 
in three ways: complete the form below and 
return it in your child’s backpack, contribute 
through the website at www.norwelledfound.org, 
or download, complete and mail in the donation 
form with a check. Donors will receive a 
confirmation letter for their charitable, tax-
deductible, contribution. No contribution is too 
small and there is no upper limit. Individuals 
honored will receive a formal note celebrating the 
contribution made in his/her name to the NEF. 
This note will include the name of the donor with 
a personal message of gratitude. It will not 
include the amount of the donation made. The 
formal notes will be delivered to the school 
mailboxes of recipients by a member of the 
Norwell Education Foundation.  

All contributions will go directly to grants that 
support creative, innovative and rigorous ideas 
designed and implemented by teachers within 
the Norwell Public Schools. Please consider 
celebrating the efforts of a special teacher, 
coach, administrator or staff member with a Red 
Apple this holiday season! 

Questions regarding this program can be sent to: 
Christina Kane 
christina_kane@hotmail.com 
781-856-2819 

Happy Holidays from the Norwell Boyscouts! 

NORWELL  BOY SCOUTS ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS TREE PICK UP 

Saturday, JANUARY 9th, 2016 

!
To arrange a pickup, please contact the troop via at 
call 781-204-0055.  !

Please include your name, address in 
Norwell, and an email address for 
confirmation.!

 


