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On Wednesday, 2nd grade went on a field trip to 
Plimouth Plantation and the Mayflower II. This annual 
trip is a wonderful view into our national and state 
history.  It’s also a lot of fun!!
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Mark Your Calendar 

11/25! Early Release Day; Dismissal at 12:20!!
11/26! Thanksgiving; No School!!
11/27! No School!!
12/1 “Chatter Matters” Parent!
!  Information Night, 7:00 (see below   
 for details)

Vinal Newsletter 

Grade 2 Visits Plimouth 
Plantation and the Mayflower II

Happy 
Thanksgiving!!

Due to the shortened week for 
the Thanksgiving holiday there 
will not be a newsletter next 
week.  All of us at Vinal wish you 
and your family a Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

Early Release Day - Next Wednesday!
Next Wednesday, November 25th, is an Early Release Day.  
There is no afternoon PreK but there is Kindergarten.  All 
PM Kindergarteners will attend the AM session.  Students 
may take neighborhood buses to and from school.  All students 
will be dismissed at 12:20 pm.
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Guidance 
Notes!
It is remarkable 
how quickly the 
school year is going. 

It is hard to believe Thanksgiving is upon us. If you are like 
me, I am confident you are eagerly looking forward to great 
food, family time, and much needed rest.!

I am writing to briefly provide an update on our Guidance 
Curriculum. Our school days are busy but exciting. I have 
had the privilege of working with our teachers supporting 
students readiness to learn.  Most recently, I have worked 
with grade 1 classroom teachers in reinforcing our school 
expectations. Some of my recent guidance lessons focused 
on the difference between Tattling and Telling, as well as 
Whole Body Listening. Mrs. Barbour, Mrs. Campbell, 
Ms. Coggeshall, and Mrs. Fraser report much growth 
among their students. !

Also, many of you are aware that October 9 marked our first 
Teacher Screening as part of Social/Emotional NTSS. 
As expected, our Teacher Screenings highlighted areas of 
concern for some of our students.  You may be receiving a 
phone call from a member of our school’s Administration or 
Student Support Staff regarding our social/emotional 
screening. Please note, you will not receive a phone call until 
after Thanksgiving. Please do not hesitate to contact me 
with any questions or concerns. !

Happy Thanksgiving,!

Timothy E. Lewis - School Counselor!

High School Peer 
Educators Visit 
4th & 5th Grade!
Norwell High School Peer 
Educators visited with our 4th 
& 5th grade classes on 
Tuesday.  They were discussing 
setting short and long term 
goals with our students.  It is 
always great to see some of our 
former students come back to 
visit and share their 
experiences with us.
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* Content Knowledge - A term widely used by educators, content knowledge refers to the body of 
information that teachers teach and that students are expected to learn in a given subject or content 
area, such as English language arts, mathematics, science, or social studies. Content knowledge 
generally refers to the facts, concepts, theories, and principles that are taught and learned, rather than 
to related skills—such as reading, writing, or researching—that students also learn in academic 
courses.!

!
* The Glossary of Education Reform - http://edglossary.org/

This Week’s Vinal Vernacular

3rd Grade Recess with Norwell Fire Department!
In recognition of all their hard work during October’s Fire Safety Awareness month, Norwell Fire 
Department sponsored an extra special recess with 3rd grade.  They even brought a a firetruck for our 
students to explore!

http://edglossary.org/
http://edglossary.org/
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Chatter Matters When it Comes to the Privacy of Your Children 
and a Healthy Community!

Join us to discuss fostering a safe, respectful environment outside of the school 
day, benefiting our Vinal family and the larger Norwell community.  

• It is natural to want to know exactly what will happen to a student who may have acted negatively towards your 
child.!

• When you ask an educator at Vinal, “What punishment is that child going to receive?” and hear “That’s 
confidential.” You may conclude that the educator is avoiding your question or protecting the other student. In 
fact, they are simply obeying the law. !

• Educators at Vinal, and across the United States, must obey the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA) which prohibits schools from sharing any information in a student’s record to third parties without 
parent consent. !

Since educators are bound to this federal law, some parents seek out information and discuss other parents’ 
children with each other. There has been considerable discussion in the community relative to the educational 
needs of specific students. Parents have reported to me that these students have been the topic of conversation 
and discussion at community events. As the principal of Vinal School, I need to stress that conversations about 
other parents’ children are strongly discouraged. In our work with families, we have been made aware that there 
are questions, misconceptions, and concerns connected to areas around school discipline. These misconceptions 
are what may be leading to the conversations outside of school about other parents’ children.!

The Vinal School staff in collaboration with the PTO board would like to invite you to a series of informative 
sessions. The first night will specifically be for 4th and 5th grade parents/guardians and will take place on 
Tuesday, December 1st at 7:00 pm in the Vinal Library.  We will roll out two additional nights for 2nd and 
3rd grade and then Kindergarten and 1st grade. !

The topics covered during this session will include Progressive Discipline, The Family Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA), Confidentiality, and Bullying. In addition, we will discuss how Vinal School’s position on 
discipline is both proactive and reactive. Proactively, we work with students to create, teach, and practice 
classroom and school rules. Reactively, we use logical consequences to help children regain control, make amends, 
and get back on track when they forget or choose not to take 
care of themselves or each other.!

Our hope is to provide parents/guardians with the tools they 
need to advocate for their own child, get the information they 
seek, and at the same time, and above all, make it clear that the 
privacy of our students and their families is at the top of our 
priorities. !
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 Holiday Fun Fest 
                                                       Friday, December 4, 2015 

                                                      4:00pm - 6:30pm 
                                               Norwell High School Cafeteria 

                                                  $4.00 per child 

 The Norwell High School Volunteer Corps will be hosting a late 
afternoon event of many fun-filled holiday activities for children ages    
3 - 10. There will also be a photo op to capture holiday photos of your 
children, along with a table of fantastic raffle items to take a chance on. 
The cost of admission includes one slice of pizza, a drink and goodie 
bag. Please plan to join us for a great time, as the students of the Norwell 
Volunteer Corps work together to bring joy to others, at this very special 
time of year. Come, make a wish, and be part of the fun! 

All proceeds will be donated to 
The Make a Wish Foundation! 

 

If you know ahead of time that you can make it, please email us at 
norwellvolunteercorps@gmail.com. Otherwise, we’ll see you there!

  

  

     
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Thursday,  December  3rd,    
From  6-9  PM  

  

Eagle Scout Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
Monday, December 7, 6 - 7:30 pm at Vinal  
School 
Please come to the Vinal School to enjoy a Spaghetti 
Dinner and Dessert Raffle. Bring a dessert for the raffle and 
get a free raffle ticket - this is a great way to show off your 
baking skills!!
All money raised will go to support Norwell High School 
student Troy Josti for his Egale Scout project; building a 
wooden pavilion at the Vinal School to be used as an outdoor 
classroom.!
Tickets are $ 10 each.  For more information contact Troy at 
troyjosti@gmail.com or visit his Facebook group page:                   
Troy Josti’s Eagle Scout Project!

mailto:troyjosti@gmail.com
mailto:troyjosti@gmail.com

