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Mark Your Calendar 

11/11! Veterans’ Day. No School!

11/13! Report Cards Go Home!

11/18! Parent Teacher Conferences!
! Book Fair!!
11/19! Early Release Day; Dismissal 12;20!
! Parent Teacher Conferences!
! Book Fair!!
11/20! Parent Teacher Conferences!
! Book Fair!
! Ice Cream Social, 6:30 - 8:00 pm!

Vinal Newsletter 

Math Talk Demonstrated at PTO 
Meeting!
Math Specialist Amy Severance and 5th 
Grade Teacher Laurie Peckham, along 
with some 5th grade students, demonstrated a 
snippet of what a Math Talks looks like.  The 
students broke apart numbers in different 
ways to make mental calculations easier.  This 
method helps with student mathematical 
developmental fluency.. They did a fantastic 
job demonstrating this!

Charitable Halloween!
Fourth graders in Ms. Decoteau’s class 
decided to collect for UNICEF while trick-or-
treating last week. The 20 students raised 
$125.00.  Nice job, kids!

Thank you, 
Norwell Men’s 
Softball!
Thank you very much to the 
Norwell Men’s Softball 
League for you donation of 
$1000.00 to support the 
Vinal School. This donation  
will be put to good use to 
supplement our recess 
supplies and other classroom 
needs.
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Safety First for Afternoon Pick-Ups!
There is no greater priority for all staff at Vinal than the safety of all of our students.   The 
procedures we have in place are designed to ensure that our dismissal is the safest it can be.  We 
need your continual parental support to ensure this.  

There have been multiple occasions in the past few weeks when cars have attempted to bypass the 
pick up line in order to get to the parking lot by driving around the lined up cars.  Please remember 

that the driveway is designed for single lane traffic only. 
When a car drives around the line, it is actually driving in 
the wrong lane, heading into on coming traffic!  Please be 
patient. From start to finish, the pick up line typically 
takes no more than 10 minutes.  !

To decrease the chance of traffic backs up, do not line up 
until after 3:15.  Students are not dismissed until 3:20.  
Cars lined up earlier than that risk causing back ups as 
well as preventing the buses from entering and exiting. !

Thank you to all of you who have clear signs placed in the 
passenger side window. and are not talking on cell phones.  
Both of those actions facilitate a more efficient dismissal. !

!

Waiver Liability Form for Field Trips!
Based on parent feedback and response at the November 5th PTO meeting at Vinal it is apparent 
more information is needed in reference to the Field Trip Consent and Release Form (found here). 
So far, this form has only been sent home to parents/guardians who have students in 1st, 2nd, and/or 
3rd grade. Last year, the insurance group that served as a communication point with the Norwell 
Public School’s insurance provider, the Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance Association (MIIA), 
ended.  The Town provided opportunities and training to meet with our new MIIA contacts.  One 
point of emphasis was on liability.  MIIA provided us with their standard form that they present to 
other districts.  While there are some initial liability sign offs for athletics and co-curricular 
activities, field trips are each unique and need individual consent for each trip.  The same would 
need to happen for a co-curricular field trip.  These forms are required by our insurance carrier.  
While the School Committee sets broad policy, the school system needs to put the procedures in 
place.  This is a procedure we are implementing with the insurance carrier. As with permission slips, 
if a student does not have a signed liability form then he/she is not eligible to participate and 
suitable academic activities will be put into place for that student at the Vinal School. !

!

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/551/VinalFieldTripConsentandReleaseForm.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/551/VinalFieldTripConsentandReleaseForm.pdf
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*Backward design, also called backward planning or backward mapping, is a process that educators use to 
design learning experiences and instructional techniques to achieve specific learning goals. Backward design begins 
with the objectives of a unit or course—what students are expected to learn and be able to do—and then proceeds 
“backward” to create lessons that achieve those desired goals. In most public schools, the educational goals of a 
course or unit will be a given state’s learning standards—i.e., concise, written descriptions of what students are 
expected to know and be able to do at a specific stage of their education.!

The basic rationale motivating backward design is that starting with the end goal, rather than a starting with the 
first lesson chronologically delivered during a unit or course, helps teachers design a sequence of lessons, 
problems, projects, presentations, assignments, and assessments that result in students achieving the academic 
goals of a course or unit—that is, actually learning what they were expected to learn.!

Backward design helps teachers create courses and units that are focused on the goal (learning) rather than the 
process (teaching). Because “beginning with the end” is often a counterintuitive process, backward design gives 
educators a structure they can follow when creating a curriculum and planning their instructional process. 
Advocates of backward design would argue that the instructional process should serve the goals; the goals—and 
the results for students—should not be determined by the process.!

* The Glossary of Education Reform - http://edglossary.org/!

This Week’s Vinal Vernacular

Recess Creativity!
Fifth graders have been having a lot of fun using their engineering skills at recess!  
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1st Grade Explores with  Audubon!
Friday,  our 1st graders explored the changing seasons with members of the Audubon Society.  !

PTO/Vinal School Sponsored Information Nights for Parents!
Did you know…!

• that educators in the United States must obey the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)? !

• that Vinal Elementary School uses progressive discipline when it 
comes to the behaviors of students?!

• that confidentiality laws are in place to protect your child’s right to 
privacy?!

• that Vinal School’s approach to discipline is both proactive and reactive?!

!
Vinal School, in partnership with the PTO board, will be running a series of educational nights to answer parents’ 
questions on the above and much more. The information sessions will focus on progressive discipline, FERPA, 
confidentiality, bullying, and The Responsive Classroom’s Approach to Discipline.  There will be three  sessions held 
over 3 nights for parents of different aged children.  The first session is for parents of 4th and 5th grade students  
and will be held on  Tuesday, December 1st at 7:00 pm in the Vinal Library. There will be a future date for 
parents of 2nd and 3rd grade students and a final night for parents of kindergarten and 1st grade students.  Please join 
Principal Patrick Lenz, Guidance Counselor Tim Lewis, and Vinal School teachers for this series. !
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Norwell Tiered Systems of Support Social/Emotional Update !
On September 22, 2015, a letter from Dr. James LaBillois, Executive Director of Instruction, was sent out to all 

Norwell Public Schools families. In this letter, Dr. LaBillois explained that Norwell 
Public Schools would be piloting additional support structures and learning 
opportunities for students with social and emotional needs. On October 9, 2015 all 
teachers in grades K - 12 completed a brief screening tool (the Student Risk Screening 
Scale - SRSS; Drummond, 1993). This form gave teachers an opportunity to report on 
observations of their students thus far in the school year. This information has helped 
our educators identify students that may benefit from additional support and skill 
building. Since October 9th, NPS guidance staff has reviewed the results of the teacher 

screenings and shared these results with administrators and wellness staff. The next steps will involve conversations 
with teachers and then telephoning parents of students who were identified as potentially benefitting for additional 
supports. We are planning for these phone calls to begin to be made the week of November 30, 2015. With parental 
consent, the students identified will complete the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ; Goodman, 2001), 
with the goal of providing further information on personal strengths and weaknesses. If a student is under the age of 
10, then the parents/guardians will be invited into Vinal School to complete the SDQ digitally. Based on the 
individual results of these questionnaires, parents may be invited to have their children participate in additional 
targeted skill building sessions during the school day, which will last approximately six to eight weeks. As a district, 
we are always looking to improve student outcomes and provide a maximum level of support for student success. The 
Social and Emotional Well Being component of the Norwell Tiered Systems of Support (NTSS) is an extension of 
ongoing social health curriculum and the supports that we have always had in place. !

BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 
Book Fair Dates: The Scholastic Book Fair will be open for shopping in the bus lobby 
on: Wednesday, Nov. 18th, 3:30 - 8:00; Thursday, Nov. 19th, 12:30 - 8:00; and 
Friday, Nov. 20th, 3:30 - 6:30.  For your convenience, these hours include the half day 
for parent-teacher conferences and the hours prior to the ice cream social.  For your 
convenience, these hours include the half day for parent-teacher conferences, and the 
hours prior to the Ice Cream Social.  If you can't get there in person, please consider 
shopping online at http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/vinal starting on Nov 

13th.  Over 50% of sales goes towards purchasing additional supplies for our school!!

Save your loose change!  Students are encouraged to bring in loose change on library days to fill the jar of their 
favorite character.  Mrs. Howard has put jars in place for Elephant & Piggy, Jack & Annie, Big Nate, and Percy 
Jackson.  All money collected helps fulfill classroom wish lists at the Book Fair, and Scholastic matches the funds with 
book donations to charities.  The winning character will be announced the week of the Book Fair. !

Book Fair volunteers are still needed!  To help with a shift at the previews or book sales, please http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a49a4aa2fa57-vinals 

Don't forget, the new Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Old School book will be available for purchase.  If this 
book is on your child's wish list, please purchase it at our Book Fair and earn money for Vinal! 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/vinal
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a49a4aa2fa57-vinals
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/vinal
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a49a4aa2fa57-vinals
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PTO CORNER!
Save the date!  The Ice Cream Social will be held on Friday, November 20th 
in the cafeteria from 6:30-8pm.  Watch for the Eventbrite sign up coming 
soon! 

If you haven't done so in the past, don't forget to register your Stop and Shop Card with the A+ Rewards 
program and earn cash for Vinal!  And don't forget to ask your friends and relatives to sign up too! www.http://
stopandshop.com/aplus/register-card/!

Start your holiday shopping at Vinal's shopping day at the Toy Box in Hanover on November 9th.  Mention 
Vinal at checkout and our school will receive 20% of all proceeds made that day!!

Vinal School PTO is on Facebook!  Join our group to receive up to the minute info on all Vinal happening.  Click 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123484501339758/ to join.!

Thank you so much to everyone who came out to enjoy our Stay and Play Fridays 
this October!  It was a wonderful way to bring our whole Vinal community together.  
Huge thanks to Kim Carvette and Lisa DiFrisco for organizing every 
detail of this great event! 

Save the date and grab your friends for Vinal's Holiday Shopping Stroll, 
Thursday, December 3rd from 6-9pm!  In collaboration with Bo Line, Lyn 
Evans, Persimmons Gifts, and the Boutique at Salon Sorella, the PTO is bringing 

you a fun night out of shopping and holiday cheer.  A portion of the proceeds from 
each boutique will be donated directly to the Vinal PTO.  Please join us!!

Norwell Gear is Back!  Order forms went home in backpacks today.  If you need 
another one, please see the order form on the Vinal PTO website:  http://
www.norwellschools.org/Page/2526 .!

Checks should be made out to Vinal PTO and all orders must be placed by 
November 16th. All orders will be in before Christmas.   If you have any 
questions, please contact Amy O’Connell at amyeoconnell@mac.com

http://www.norwellschools.org/Page/2526
mailto:amyeoconnell@mac.com
http://www.norwellschools.org/Page/2526
mailto:amyeoconnell@mac.com
http://stopandshop.com/aplus/register-card/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123484501339758/
http://stopandshop.com/aplus/register-card/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123484501339758/


Patrick Lenz, Principal                                                                                                                                             November 6, 2015

!
!

!

!
 !

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

�7                                                                                                                                                                                     

Sign-ups for the Norwell Girls & Boys 2016 
spring youth lacrosse programs, will open 
Friday, November 6th.  Both programs start in 
the elementary grades and run through grade 8.  
The season is late March through mid-June.  For 
more details about the girls youth program please 
email Jeannie Burtch (jeannieburtch@yahoo.com) or 
go to www.norwellgirlslacrosse.com.  For more 
details about the boys youth program please email 
Paul Abbate (pabbate@comcast.net), or go to 
www.norwelllacrosse.com. 

Do you know about Norwell Education 
Foundation's Red Apple Program? The Red 
Apple Program gives an opportunity for parents to 
make donations celebrating a teacher, coach, 
administrator or staff member in the Norwell 
Public School system. Donors can make 
contributions of any amount, directly through the 
NEF website www.norwelledfound.org.!

Fifth Annual Norwell Public Schools Spaghetti Dinner & Jazz Show 
The Norwell Scholastic Arts Society invites the Norwell community to a fun family Dinner & Jazz Show featuring 
the talented performers of the Norwell Middle School and Norwell High School Jazz Bands. The evening promises 
great food, great raffles and prizes, and great music!!

The 6th Annual Spaghetti Dinner will be held on Saturday, November 7th from 5:00-7:00PM in the 
Norwell Middle School Cafeteria. Tickets are Adults $10, Staff/Students/Seniors $5.00, and $30.00 for families 
of five or more. Funds raised by the event go to support the Norwell Public Schools arts programs. The Spaghetti 
Dinner is sponsored by the Norwell Scholastic Arts Society. Visit www.norwellarts.org for more information.

!
Kate Clifford Larson, author of Rosemary: The 
Hidden Kennedy Daughter speaks at Norwell 
Public Library on Sunday, November 15th  at 
2pm. Space is limited so please register at 
www.norwellpubliclibrary.org.

http://www.norwelledfound.org
http://www.norwelledfound.org
http://www.norwellpubliclibrary.org
http://www.norwellpubliclibrary.org
http://www.norwelllacrosse.com
http://www.norwelllacrosse.com
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 Holiday Fun Fest 
                                                       Friday, December 4, 2015 

                                                      4:00pm - 6:30pm 
                                               Norwell High School Cafeteria 

                                                  $4.00 per child 

 The Norwell High School Volunteer Corps will be hosting a late 
afternoon event of many fun-filled holiday activities for children ages    
3 - 10. There will also be a photo op to capture holiday photos of your 
children, along with a table of fantastic raffle items to take a chance on. 
The cost of admission includes one slice of pizza, a drink and goodie 
bag. Please plan to join us for a great time, as the students of the Norwell 
Volunteer Corps work together to bring joy to others, at this very special 
time of year. Come, make a wish, and be part of the fun! 

All proceeds will be donated to 
The Make a Wish Foundation! 

 

If you know ahead of time that you can make it, please email us at 
norwellvolunteercorps@gmail.com. Otherwise, we’ll see you there!

  

  

     
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Thursday,  December  3rd,    
From  6-9  PM  

  


