
Vinal Newsletter

!
5/14! 5th Grade Car Wash, 9- 11:00  at the Town Hall!

5/18! Early Release Day, Dismissal at 12:20!

5/24! 5th Grade Parent meeting at Norwell Middle School!

5/30! Memorial Day, No School

Car Wash - 
Tomorrow"

 Saturday, May 14th our 5th graders will be holding 
a car wash at the Town Hall from 9 - 11:00.   The 
proceeds will go towards their 5th Grade Send Off 
celebration.

Field Day Lunch Orders "
The cafeteria is collecting lunch orders for field day.  Please be sure to 
send in the form if your child is buying lunch on field day.

Early Release 
Day, May 18th"
This coming Wednesday is an 
early release day.  Dismissal is at 12:20. Mrs. 
Ryan’s   PM Kindergarten will attend school in 
the morning session and will be dismissed with 
the rest of the students at 12:20.!

Field Trip and Field Day Season is Here"
May and June are packed full of events that require volunteers, chaperones 
and visitors.  Please note: ALL field trip chaperones MUST be fingerprinted 
and have a current CORI on file.    Every volunteer and visitor for Field Day 
MUST have a current CORI on file.  If you have any questions about whether 
your CORI is updated, please call the Vinal office at 781-659-8820.  For more 
information about fingerprinting, please see here.
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http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/Fingerprinting_Letter_to_Parents_9-9-14.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/Fingerprinting_Letter_to_Parents_9-9-14.pdf


2nd graders enjoying their visit with the 
Audubon Society last week. 

Mrs. Rantz’s 5th grade and Mrs. Thibodeau’s 2nd 
grade buddy classes working together.
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Learning for Life"
WEEK TWO"

Starting last week (find newsletter HERE), we started a five-week series of information pieces on “Learning for Life.” 
These pieces will hopefully bring to life what we mean when we say we operate with “the whole child in mind” and also 
share ideas on how to encourage and support children with life-long learning. We always want to be working on a 
school and community environment that fosters a love for learning, balances learning content with engaging in process, 
and values social/emotional development the same, if not more than, academic development. !

CITIZENSHIP !

*Good citizens ask, “What should we do?” and then take action. Here’s how to teach for that goal.!

Deliberation - Our system was built on the assumption that citizens would deliberate with one another about 
public matters. Schools teach deliberation by assigning students to talk civilly about contested issues - to debate 
and have discourse. !

Collaboration  - Talking without ever acting is empty. You can say almost anything without affecting the world. 
Students should be part of groups that talk about what they should do, then actually do what they’ve talked about, 
and then reflect on the experience. Schools can teach collaboration by having students work together to solve a 
community problem. !

Civic Relationships - A stable democratic system depends on civic relationships - voluntary ties among peers 
motivated to improve the world together. Civic relationships reflect characteristic emotions: loyalty, trust, 
responsiveness, and hope. Schools teach students how to have civic relationships through facilitating conversations, 
creating a school environment built on trust, respect and one that encourages risk-taking, social and emotional 
programs, curriculum, and services, and modeling that understanding the students we teach is as important as 
understanding the content we teach.!

*Adapted from Levine, 2016; “The Question Each Citizen Must Ask”!

Deliberation, collaboration, and civic relationships are; !

intrinsically valuable aspects of a good life; !

exactly the advanced interpersonal skills that employers seek and that lead to success in today’s workplace; and!

crucial factors that explain why some communities flourish better than other (Sampson, 2012). !

Hugh Evans: What does it mean to be a citizen of the world? 
Hugh Evans started a movement that mobilizes "global citizens," people who self-identify first and foremost not as members of a 
state, nation or tribe but as members of the human race. In this uplifting and personal talk, learn more about how this new 
understanding of our place in the world is galvanizing people to take action in the fights against extreme poverty, climate change, 
gender inequality and more. "These are ultimately global issues," Evans says, "and they can only be solved by global citizens 
demanding global solutions from their leaders." Find his TED Talk HERE. !

!!

Patrick Lenz, Principal                                                                                                                                             May 13, 2016

                                                                                                                                                                                     �3

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2005-06-16.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/hugh_evans_what_does_it_mean_to_be_a_citizen_of_the_world?language=en
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2005-06-16.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/hugh_evans_what_does_it_mean_to_be_a_citizen_of_the_world?language=en


NEWS FROM THE NURSE:"
FOOD ALLERGY AWARENESS WEEK 

May 8 - 16 has been designated as Food Allergy Awareness week for 2016.  

FARE (Food Allergy Research and Education) has designated a week in May each 
year to cast light on the seriousness on food allergies. By increasing understanding 
and awareness, we improve the safety and quality of life of all individuals with life 
threatening allergies. !

This year’s theme is Food Allergies:React with Respect.The intent is to avoid 
minimizing the diagnosis of food allergies and be able to recognize and respond to 
an individual having symptoms of a reaction. !

The number of children with food allergies has increased dramatically in recent years. Food allergies in children are 
a very serious issue and cause much concern and anxiety for families. Accidental contact with the allergen, even in 
tiny amounts can cause a severe allergic reaction. Avoidance, education, awareness and preparedness are key in 
managing food allergies.!

We appreciate your consideration of all our students with food allergies at Vinal School and encourage you to 
continue to be mindful of food sent in for snacks.  Encouraging your child to practice good hand hygiene at 
mealtimes and being aware of friends and classmates with food allergies will increase the safety of students with 
food allergies at school.!

For more information, please see the FARE website here.!

Thank you!!
Cheryl Almeida, MEd, BSN, RN!
School Nurse!

Vinal School Family and Community Engagement Survey"
SURVEY CLOSES AT THE END OF THE DAY FRIDAY, MAY 13TH 

During the week of May 2, 2016, a survey was shared digitally with all Vinal families. The purpose of this survey is to 
educate families on the roles and responsibilities of the teachers and administration in relation to family and 
community engagement and to provide valuable feedback on the perception of our effectiveness in this area. The 
information collected from this survey will go towards improving Vinal School and will be directly reflected in the 
2016 - 2017 Vinal School Council Improvement Plan. Our hope is that all families are able to find 10 to 15 minutes 
to fill the survey out so that we are receiving the full spectrum of Vinal parent/guardian thoughts, feedback, and 
perceptions. !

The purpose of the survey is not only to get feedback on parents' experiences, but also get a sense of what families 
know when it comes to a teacher's role in relationship to family and community engagement and an administrator's 
role. It is going towards the beliefs that parents all have the capacity to support their children's learning and are 
equal partners with school staff. The language comes directly from the Massachusetts Model System for Educator 
Evaluation. The link to the survey is HERE. !
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https://docs.google.com/a/norwellschools.org/forms/d/15F5og5-MWpDb_v0IkUUwnmQtN5cGf9UYMCEff0J_HlA/viewform
http://www.foodallergy.org
https://docs.google.com/a/norwellschools.org/forms/d/15F5og5-MWpDb_v0IkUUwnmQtN5cGf9UYMCEff0J_HlA/viewform
http://www.foodallergy.org


Collecting Collections"
Mrs. Severance is looking for items to start a school wide counting 
collection.  If you have any items you'd be willing to donate, please 
send them into school.   Suggestions include:  marbles, buttons, old 
puzzles, bottle caps, playing cards from incomplete decks, game 
pieces, beads, pom poms,  and foam stickers.  Even a few items 
from each family would be a great start!  If you have any questions, 
please email Mrs. Severance at amy.severance@norwellschools.org.  
Thank you!!

Animal Adaptations with Grade 3"
This week the Museum of Science presented their program 
“Animal Adaptations:” to our 3rd graders.   Our students got 
to observe biological adaptations by looking at both skulls 
and living animals.   !
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Vinal’s Art Show will be 
Thursday, June 9th!

Field Day is Coming!"
It’s never too soon to start planning field day.  Physical Education Teacher 
Lee Leonard has been working with the committee to prepare for this year’s 
Field Day which will be held  on Thursday, June 9th ( rain date Monday, June 
13th). !

Our parent coordinator is Mrs. Leff.  She will be in charge of coordinating all the 
volunteers. Volunteers are needed for helping with the activities as well as with 
lunch.  The sign up genius for volunteers can be found HERE.!

 Just a reminder: all volunteers and anyone who will be attending 
Field Day must be CORI’d. 

PTO News"

Norwell Gear is back!  All orders MUST be 
turned by Monday, May 16th.. Thanks to Amy 
O'Connell - she has selected some new & exciting 
items for sale. All proceeds to benefit the Vinal 
School PTO.!

Come cheer on the Moms! Don't miss the 1st 
Annual Cole / Vinal MOMS Kickball Game - 
Sunday, May 22nd, 6:00 pm at the CCC

Thanks to the 154 families who have kindly 
donated at total of $17,920 to the Vinal Annual 
Appeal!  Phenomenal. 

Does your company have a Corporate Giving or 
Matching Gift program?  Please consider this often 
overlooked resource. Please consider taking advantage 
of your company's matching gift program...it's an easy 
way to raise additional money to support vital School 
programs! Contact vinalpto@gmail.com with any 
questions.The Vinal PTO is a registered 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization - your donation is tax deductible.

Thank you to everyone who brought in Box Tops.  
We received a check for $704.60 last week!!
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http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4ea8a929a1f58-2016
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a4ea8a929a1f58-2016


Kops and Kids Fun Nite for Fourth Grade 

Friday, May 20, 2016 

6:00-7:30 pm 

Cole School 

The Norwell Police Association, in cooperation with the 
Norwell Public Schools and the Education Association of 
Norwell, will be hosting a “Fun Nite” for Fourth Graders 
from the Cole and Vinal Schools.!

Please join us for sports, crafts, games and snacks. There 
is no cost to attend this event, but we do ask that you 
preregister so we can plan for the correct number of 
students.  !

Peanut free snacks and water will be available for 
purchase. Forms were sent home in backpacks. Please 
return them to the school as soon as possible. !

 We look forward to seeing you there!!!

 Following are next week’s children’s activities at 
the Norwell Public Library.   

Please visit norwellpubliclibrary.org for full details and 
registration:!

Wednesdays, May 11, 18 and 25, 10:30 AM   Story 
Time in the Park  Story Time travels to Gaffield Park 
every Wednesday in May, weather permitting. !
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