
Vinal Newsletter

!
5/2! PARCC begins. * (see chart on page 3 for all dates and grades)!

5/10! Math with Mom & Dad, 6:30 pm!

5/11 ! School Improvement Council, 3;45                                                   
! PTO Meeting, 7:00!

Playground Structure Opening Ceremony !
On Monday, we cut the ribbon on our new playground structure!  
Superintendent  Matt Keegan,  Executive Director for 
Instruction James LaBillois and Director of Finance, Operations and 
Technology Warren MacCallum joined us for our opening day Community Meeting.  
Lead by our support services and emceed by Joy Kingsbury, 
Occupational Therapist,  our topic was about how movement 
and exercise make us ready to learn.  All students and faculty 
participated in easy and fun exercises.  After which, members of our 
student government cut the ribbon on the new structure.  Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday each individual homeroom got an extra 
recess to explore playing on the new structure alone and by 
Thursday it was open for all during recess time.  !

Thank you to the Norwell Community Preservation Committee 
( CPC) and Norwell Public Schools for funding this project.  It will 
be a source of pride for many years to come.  Thank you to the PTO 
Board and Vinal parents for all your continued support. Thank 
you to the entire Norwell Community for your patience while 
we waited for the structure to be installed correctly.
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Collecting Collections!
Mrs. Severance is looking for items to start a school wide counting collection.  If you have 

any items you'd be willing to donate, please send them into school.   Suggestions 
include:  marbles, buttons, old puzzles, bottle caps, playing cards from incomplete 
decks, game pieces, beads, pom poms,  and foam stickers.  Even a few items from 
each family would be a great start!  If you have any questions, please email Mrs. 
Severance at amy.severance@norwellschools.org.  Thank you!!

Math for Mom and Dad!
Would you like to experience what it means to "do mathematics" just like your children do every 
day?  Join me to do some fun hands-on problem solving activities.  We will look at how the 
teaching of mathematics has changed since we were in school and look at the value of real world 
mathematics.  Finally, we will talk about ways you can help your child with math homework. If 
you are interested, please join Math Specialist, Amy Severance on Tuesday, May 10th  
at 6:30 pm  in the Vinal Library. 

Please RSVP to amy.severance@norwellshools.org if you will be in attendance to make sure there 
are enough materials. 

Testing Dates for May!
Grades 3, 4 and 5 will be taking their PARCC & MCAS Assessments on the following dates in May.!

Grade ELA Math Science  & 
Technology

3 5/12, 5/13 and 516 5/31 N/A

4 5/5, 5/6 and 5/9 5/17, 5/19, 5/20 and 5/23 N/A

5 5/2, 5/3 and 5/4 5/24, 5/25, 5/26 and 5/27 5/10 and 5/11

Field Day is Coming!!
It’s never too soon to start planning field day.  Physical Education Teacher Lee Leonard 
has been working with the committee to prepare for this year’s Field Day which will be held  
on Thursday, June 9th ( rain date Monday, June 13th). !

Our parent coordinator is Mrs. Leff.  She will be in charge of coordinating all the volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed for helping with the activities as well as with lunch.   Just a reminder: all volunteers 
and anyone who will be attending Field Day must be CORI’d. 
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5th Grade Visits the Symphony!
Our 5th graders visited the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
for their annual Youth Concert.   Organized by Music 
Teacher Kathy Medairos , this Vinal tradition has 
become something both students and teachers look 
forward to attending.!

Vinal School  Family and Community 
Engagement Survey, 2015 - 2016 !

During the week of May 2, 2016, a survey will be shared digitally with all Vinal 
families. The purpose of this survey will be to educate families on the roles and 
responsibilities of the teachers and administration in relation to family and 
community engagement and to provide valuable feedback on the perception of our 
effectiveness in this area. The information collected from this survey will go towards 
improving Vinal School and will be directly reflected in the 2016 - 2017 Vinal School 
Council Improvement Plan. Our hope is that all families are able to find 10 to 15 minutes 
to fill the survey out so that we are receiving the full spectrum of Vinal parent/guardian 
thoughts, feedback, and perceptions. !
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Vinal Vernacular 
The 3 Rs of Teacher Language 

Reinforcing, Reminding, and Redirecting 
Language may be a teacher's most powerful tool, for words do more than deliver content. They also play a huge part in whether children 
develop self-control, build a sense of belonging, and gain academic and social skills and knowledge. !

Reinforcing Language (proactive) 
• Statements that identify and affirm students’ specific positive actions!

• Enormously powerful because it helps children recognize exactly what they’re doing well and when they’re on the right track !

When to Use Reinforcing Language  

• Coaching Performance - watch for children practicing the skills they’re working on and encourage them as they go !
• Helping a Group Move Past a Stuck Point - use redirecting and reminding to get a group back on track without “telling them what to 

do”!

• Pointing out Individual Children’s Leading Edge Behaviors - leading edge is where a student has reached beyond herself. (Ex. I notice 
you’re remembering to raise your hand today. That helped our discussion include many different students and their ideas”!

• Describing Learning Histories - comparing a student’s current behavior to less skilled earlier behaviors. (Ex. Yesterday it took 5 
minutes to get ready for Library and today it only took 3 minutes. What allowed you to be ready more quickly?)!

Effective Reinforcing Language 
• Name concrete, specific behaviors!
• Use a warm and professional tone!
• Emphasize description over personal approval!
• Consider adding a question to extend student thinking !
• Find positive to name in ALL students!
• Avoid naming some individuals as examples for others !
Reminding Language (proactive and reactive) 
• Children do the remembering themselves!
• Supports children in pausing and visualizing what to do before they take action !
• Helps children develop the feelings of autonomy and competence that lead to self-control and intrinsic motivation !
Effective Reminding Language  
• Start by establishing expectations clearly !
• Phrase a reminder as a question or a statement !
• Use a direct tone and NEUTRAL body language !
• Use reminders proactively and reactively!
• Use reminders when the student and you are both calm !
• Keep reminders brief!
• Watch for follow-through !
Redirecting Language (reactive)  
• Redirections literally change students’ directions, mentally and usually physically as well!

• The skillful use of redirecting language allows us to provide the wise external control that keeps children on track when their self-
control is failing them !

Effective Redirecting Language 
• Be direct and specific!
• Name the desired behavior!
• Keep it brief!
• Phrase redirections as a statement, not a question!
• Follow through after giving a redirection !!
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Paper Free Friday!
Today was paper-free!  To the best of our ability, all students 
and staff tried to reduce their paper usage.  Additionally, it 

was a waste free lunch week.  All students were encouraged to bring in 
lunches in reusable containers.  On a typical lunch day there are 11 bags of 
trash.  Today there was 4!  Thank you to Mrs. Bonnevie for the inspiration 
and the waste free lunch display in the lobby.  Thank you to our student 
government for taking the lead on building enthusiasm. Good job everyone!  

Arbor Day in Grade 3!
Friday, Norwell resident and long time conservationist Wes Osborne visited with 
our 3rd graders. After discussing with him the importance of trees and their impact on 
our environment, each 3rd grader was given their own tree to plant.  Mr. Osborne has 
been coming to Norwell Schools for many, many years.  

Last Week for Lost and Found!!
We’re calling it officially springtime and this is the last 
week for winter lost and found.  Any items left here by 
next Thursday, May 5th will be donated.  Our 5th 
graders are coordinating with a local charity and will be 
organizing the donation.  
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5th Grade to Hold 
Car Wash!
Save the date:  
Saturday, 
May 14th our 
5th graders will 
be holding a car 
wash at the 
Town Hall.  
The proceeds 
will go towards their 5th Grade 
Send Off celebration.  More 
details to follow.

PTO News!

Vinal Gear is 
Coming!!
Look for information following 
soon for our next round of Vinal 
Gear!

It's almost time for the                                                                           
1st Annual  Cole vs. Vinal MOMS Kickball Game !

Sunday, May 22nd ,6:00 pm.  Clipper Community Complex 
(High School).  Join us for a fun, friendly game of kickball to 
benefit Cole & Vinal PTO programs! !

Click to SIGN UP!

Lisa Beavan / Cole Mom!

lisabeavan@gmail.com
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Are you ready for some football? 
Registration is open for Norwell Youth 
Football, grades 2-8. Visit 
norwellyouthfootball.com for more 
information on this fun, team-building game 
that encourages players of all abilities. Hope 
to see you on the turf!!

FRED THE SHED 

SATURDAY, MAY 7TH  Fred the 
Shed opens with a Plant Sale!!

Norwell Cheerleading Clinic 

All girls are welcome! New and experienced athletes will learn or 
improve their skills. Norwell High’s Coach Victoria Pagnini and her 
HS girls will run a skills session to any interested future cheerleaders. 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!!

10 am-1 pm Saturday May 14th @NHS Gym!

$35/athlete Donation to NHS Boosters Grades 1-8!

 First 50 athletes to sign up receive a cheer bow!!!

 Please RSVP to pagnini.victoria@gmail.com to sign up!

Attention 2nd & 3rd Grade Students… 

Clipper Fun Night—Games, Crafts, Sports & Lots of Fun!!

Friday, May 6 

6:30-8:30 pm @ The Cole School 

Admission is $10 and snacks and drinks will be available for purchase.!
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