
Mark Your 
Calendar 

3/23! Community Meeting, 9:05 am!
! Vinal Spirit Day!!
3/24! Early Release Day,!
! Dismissal at 12:20!!
3/25! No School

Vinal Newsletter

It’s Not Easy Being Green Day!
Green was the color of the day on Thursday. Between 
leprechauns, shamrocks and muppets, there was no 
doubting Vinal’s spirit.  Students entered the building  
with the songs “It’s not easy being green” and  “Danny 
Boy” playing on the loudspeakers with smiles and a bit 
of a jig in their steps. !

Our next Theme 
Day is this coming 
Wednesday.  Where 
your Norwell or Vinal 
colors for our 
Community Meeting 
Day.
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Vinal School Gives Back 
Initiative !
& the Norwell Food Pantry!
Our fifth graders at Vinal School are still partnering with the 
Norwell Food Pantry under our “Vinal School Gives Back” 
initiative.    Classrooms will be collecting items through the 
end of March.  !

Thank you for being a part of this learning opportunity for 
our students.  Thank you for your continued support and 
generosity! !

Current Items Requested by the Norwell Food Pantry:!

PreK & Kindergarten: Juice boxes (Apple & Eve, 
Mott’s, Juicy Juice, etc…), Cereal bars (Nutri-Grain, 
Quaker, etc…) 

Grade 1: Pop Tarts, Baby wipes 

Grade 2: Kids’ cereal (Cheerios, Raisin Bran, etc…), Toilet 
Paper!

Grade 3: Granola bars, Paper towels 

Grade 4: Cookies, Bottled juice (Ocean Spray, Welch’s, 
Minute Maid, etc…)!

Grade 5:  School snacks - individually packaged (Goldfish 
crackers, fruit snacks, pretzels, etc…),Ensure Nutrition 
Shakes!

“Chatter Matters” Update !
We held our second “Chatter Matters” night on 
Tuesday, March 15, 2016. Kindergarten through third 
grade parents were invited to this second session. 
Thank you to the parents who were able to make 
the evening. It was a successful night that brought 
about some great questions, healthy discourse, and 
sharing of some important information. For parents 
who were not able to make the night, we have 
uploaded the physical resources to our Vinal 
website. The link to the resources is here.!
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http://www.norwellschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=252&ModuleInstanceID=997&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=10471&PageID=1464
http://www.norwellschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=252&ModuleInstanceID=997&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=10471&PageID=1464


Searching for Treasure and Leprechaun Fun!
Mrs. Lewis’ kindergarten class had a lot of fun on Thursday.  They had asked to have a treasure hunt, and 
as a reward for reaching their classroom goals, they got to go on one. Apparently someone mysterious planted 
clues around their classroom. Not only did they dress like leprechauns but they also created leprechaun traps 
in their classroom.!
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Cross Curricular Studies 
in Grade 4!
Grade 4 is working on a cross-curricular 
study of the U.S. regions. As an extension to 
their classroom discoveries, Music Teacher 
Kathy Medairos and Physical  
Education teacher Lee Leonard have 
combined to help students learn how people 
dance, socialize, and create in those parts of 
the country. This is a wonderful way for 
students to actively participate in our 
nations history and culture!  

Reviewing Sun Safety in Grades 1 & 4!
Mr. Martin Touhey from the Children’s Melanoma 
Prevention Foundation visited our first and fourth 
graders this week. Students learned how to protect 
themselves from the sun with some SunAWARE 
steps and tips. Be Safe! Be SunAWARE!  For more 

information visit http://www.melanomaprevention.org/ !

Box Tops Update!
Congratulations Vinal Families!  Our second Box Tops Campaign 
of the year wrapped up last month with a whopping total of 
6,700 Box Tops collected!  Adding this total to the Box Tops we 
collected in the fall, we surpassed our year-long goal of 
10,000 Box Tops, and raised over $1,150 for Vinal!  This is 
an incredible achievement, and we want to thank everyone who 
participated!  Very special thanks again to Mrs. Simmons' 
5th grade class for their daily reminders, and for doing all 
the cutting, counting, and packaging of the Box Tops.  We 
couldn't have done it without them!
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Academic Choice 
Planning, working, reflecting: 

Many teachers already give children choices of how or what to learn: Choose six of the following ten 
questions to answer. Choose a mammal to study in depth. Choose whether to write a report or make a 
diorama. But what sets Academic Choice apart from the choices that many teachers already offer—and 
what is essential to its success—is the three-phase process of planning, working, and reflecting that 
children go through in an Academic Choice lesson.!

Benefits of Academic Choice 

Supports children's intrinsic motivation to learn: Academic Choice helps children meet their 
innate need to feel competent, to belong, and to have some degree of freedom or autonomy. This frees 
them to pursue constructive learning experiences.!

Encourages children to learn from each other: Academic Choice gives children opportunities to 
consult each other about their work, see each other's finished products, and talk with each other about 
how they achieved their final result.!

Draws on different strengths, abilities, and interests: Having choices allows children to work 
from their areas of strength and personal interest. They're then more likely to feel invested in their work 
and to draw personal meaning from it.!

Maximizes children's learning: The planning, working, and reflecting process mirrors how children 
naturally learn. It allows them to generate their own goals, actively interact with concrete materials, and 
make sense of their experiences. This gradually broadens their knowledge and makes them more 
sophisticated thinkers.!

!
!

Vinal Vernacular 
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Norwell Easter Egg Hunt 

When: Saturday, March 26, 2016 !

Where: Cole Elementary School, 81 
High St.!

Time: 10am, please no early arrivals !

Event Details:!
- Meet the Easter Bunny!
- Sections for ages 0-3 and ages 4+!
- Find the golden egg (one per each 
section) and win a prize!
For Norwell Residents. Rain or shine 
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