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Building a snowman friend at 3rd grade recess 
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Mark Your Calendar 

2/3! Early Release Day: Dismissal at 12:20.  All  
 Kindergarteners attend AM session 

2/8 ! Kindergarten Registration 9 -11:00 !

2/9! Kindergarten Registration 9 - 11:00!

2/12! Full Day Kindergarten Registration Closes!

2/15 February Vacation Begins!

Vinal Newsletter 

Kindergarten 
Registration!

Registration for the full-day lottery is open  now 
on the Norwell Public Schools website 
(www.norwellschools.org).  If you prefer, you may 
also register for the lottery via telephone by contacting 
Ms. Tricia White at the Norwell Public Schools 
Central Administration Office at 781-659-8800.  The 
registration for the lottery will close on Friday 
February 12th. The lottery drawing will be held 
on February 25th at 10:00 a.m. 

Registration packets will be mailed on January 25th to 
all prospective kindergarten families.  If you have or 
know of a child who will be 5 years of age before 
9/1/16 and are not sure if they are on the Town 
Census, please call Janet Asnes, Vinal School 
Secretary  at 781-659-8820. 

Early Release Day, 
February 3!
Wednesday, February 3rd will be 
an Early Release Day. Dismissal is at 
12:20 pm for all students. There is NO 
PM PRE-K. Afternoon 
kindergarteners will attend the 
morning session and 
will be dismissed at 
12:20. All of 
kindergarten will be 
attending a field trip, 
leaving promptly after 
the morning bell rings!!

http://www.norwellschools.org
http://www.norwellschools.org
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!
Community Meeting on Mindfullness!

 Students and staff let their 
Norwell colors shine at this 
month’s community meeting. The 
topic was “Mindfullness” and was 
hosted by Grade 4, Mr. Tinker, 
Ms. Medairos and Mrs. Finn.!

  

Don’t forget to label your child's 
coats, snow pants, hats and 
sweatshirts.  It makes identifying 
them in Lost & Found all that 
much easier.      

!
!
!
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Dressing for Recess!
Please be sure to send your child in with 
cold weather clothing for outdoor 
recess.  We will go out most days.  
Children need to have snow pants and 
boots in order to play in the snow.!
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1000 Book Club!
Both elementary schools planning for a 1000 Book Club for preschool and 

kindergarten students with the goal of having our students read 1000 books by the end of 
kindergarten.  We are currently working to fill Vinal's 100 bags (10 books in each bag) with 

gently used books for preschool and kindergarten students. If you have any early childhood books 
(ages 3-8) to donate to our 1000 Book Club, please drop them off at Vinal School’s office.

Vinal Vernacular Term of the Week

The Standards for Mathematical Practice - The Standards for Mathematical Practice describe 
varieties of expertise that mathematics educators at all levels should seek to develop in their students. 
These practices rest on important “processes and proficiencies” with longstanding importance in 
mathematics education. The intent is that these essential mathematical habits of mind and action pervade the 
curriculum and pedagogy of mathematics, K–12, in age-appropriate ways.!

The Mathematical Practices are articulated as eight separate items, but in theory and practice they are 
interconnected. Practices 1 and 6 serve as overarching habits of mind in mathematical thinking and are 
pertinent to all mathematical problem solving. Practices 2 and 3 focus on reasoning and justifying for 
oneself as well as for others and are essential for establishing the validity of mathematical work. 
Practices 4 and 5 are particularly relevant for preparing students to use mathematics in their work. 
Practices 7 and 8 involve identifying and generalizing patterns and structure in calculations and 
mathematical objects. These practices are the primary means by which we separate abstract, big 
mathematical ideas from specific examples.!

Click below for explanations and illustrations of each standard for elementary school.!

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them!

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively!

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others!

4. Model with mathematics!

5. Use appropriate tools strategically!

6. Attend to precision!

7. Look for and make use of structure!

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning!

http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp1
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp2
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp3
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp4
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp5
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp6
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp7
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp8
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp1
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp2
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp3
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp4
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp5
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp6
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp7
http://thinkmath.edc.org/resource/mp8
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Who’s Who in  Grade 4!
This week our 4th graders personified famous 
historical characters and were interviewed by family 
members.  Along with a few Tom Brady’s, Pele, Mia 
Hamm there were 2 Queen Elizabeths, Helen Keller, 
Thomas Edison Ronald Reagan and an Abraham 
Lincoln, to name drop a bit of the famous people who 
were here this week.

February is Box Top Month!!
Let us gather all our boxtops and see if we can reach our goal of 10,000 boxtops!  Did 
you know that the school receives ten cents per each box top?  Last November the 
school received a check for over $400.00!  That is for over 4,000 boxtops! 

Let’s see how many boxtops we can collect by the February 26th deadline.   We 
will update every week so you will see how many we have received!  So, on your mark, get set, GO!  
Send in those boxtops!!

P.S.  Don’t forgot to send in your Campbell’s labels, too!  Go to www.labelsforeducation.com to 
check out all the participating products.  For example, Pepperidge Farm is a Campbell’s label 
product.  The PTO collects them and buys equipment for recess and for physical education 
through the Campbell’s Catalogue!  !

http://www.labelsforeducation.com
http://www.labelsforeducation.com
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Strategies to Develop a Growth Mindset!
Week Four!

This week’s highlighted strategy is  Encourage risk, failing, and learning from mistakes.To 
access previous strategies see week one’s newsletter here, week two’s newsletter here, and week three’s newsletter 
here. !

Now is the time to let our kids risk and fail. Failure teaches our kids important life lessons. For one, it’s how they 
learn resiliency. But we often want to prevent our kids from failing, from feeling upset or sad. We must let our kids 
fail now so that they can strengthen their growth mindset muscles. If we don’t, they will be adults with no 
perseverance, with no belief in their 
abilities to work hard and succeed. !

When your child fails, celebrate the lessons 
in the failure. Tell them about all the 
famous people who failed and didn’t give 
up. (link here)!

Success through Failure!
At her Harvard commencement speech, 
"Harry Potter" author JK Rowling offers 
some powerful, heartening advice to 
dreamers and overachievers, including one 
hard-won lesson that she deems "worth 
more than any qualification I ever earned." 
You can watch the TED talk here.!

The Power of GRIT!
Leaving a high-flying job in consulting, 
Angela Lee Duckworth took a job teaching 
math to seventh graders in a New York 
public school. She quickly realized that IQ 
wasn't the only thing separating the 
successful students from those who 
struggled. Here, she explains her theory of 
"grit" as a predictor of success. You can 
watch the TED talk here. !

!
!

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-08-16.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-15-16%20.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-22-16%20.pdf
http://www.wisebread.com/11-famous-failures-that-led-to-success-and-the-lessons-they-teach
http://www.ted.com/talks/jk_rowling_the_fringe_benefits_of_failure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H14bBuluwB8
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-08-16.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-15-16%20.pdf
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-22-16%20.pdf
http://www.wisebread.com/11-famous-failures-that-led-to-success-and-the-lessons-they-teach
http://www.ted.com/talks/jk_rowling_the_fringe_benefits_of_failure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H14bBuluwB8
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Vinal School 
PARCC and MCAS Assessment Dates 

2015 - 2016 
 
Third, fourth, and fifth grade students will be participating in the English Language Arts and Literacy and Mathematics Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) assessment this spring. Unlike last year when we had two testing windows, there will only be one 
testing window for the PARCC assessment. Fifth graders also participate in the MCAS Science and Technology/Engineering assessment. Below, 
please find dates for the PARCC and MCAS assessments for the spring of 2016.  
 

 Grade Three Grade Four Grade Five  

English Language Arts and 
Literacy  

May 12th, 13th, and 16th  May 5th, 6th, and 9th  May 2nd, 3rd, and 4th  

Mathematics May 31st, June 1st, 2nd, and 3rd  May 17th, 19th, 20th, and 23rd May 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th  

Science and Technology/ 
Engineering  

N/A N/A May 10th and 11th  

 

PARCC Testing Times  
 

 Grade Three Grade Four Grade Five  

English Language Arts and 
Literacy  

Unit 1 - 90 min 
Unit 2 - 75 min 
Unit 3 - 90 min 

Unit 1 - 90 min 
Unit 2 - 90 min 
Unit 3 - 90 min 

Unit 1 - 90 min 
Unit 2 - 90 min 
Unit 3 - 90 min 

Mathematics Unit 1 - 60 min 
Unit 2 - 60 min 
Unit 3 - 60 min 
Unit 4 - 60 min 

Unit 1 - 60 min 
Unit 2 - 60 min 
Unit 3 - 60 min 
Unit 4 - 60 min 

Unit 1 - 60 min 
Unit 2 - 60 min 
Unit 3 - 60 min 
Unit 4 - 60 min 
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Electro-Magnetic Day in Grade 5 on Friday!
The Museum of Science presented their program  “Electromagnetism” to the 5th grade on 
Friday. This program reinforces concepts about electricity and magnetism and the relationship  
between them. It’s also a lot of fun to see your classmate’s hair stand on edge! All of the 
enrichment programs that are brought into Vinal are courtesy of the PTO.  This particular 
program was also funded by a grant from the Norwell Cultural Council.  Thank you 
NCC for supporting our school! 
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Norwell Public Library kicks off the month-long community initiative 
“Norwell Reads: The Martian” on Saturday, February 6!  Children are invited to 
the 11 AM event “Mad Science of Greater Boston presents Eggbert & 
Ice.”  Register for this free, fun-filled program at:  norwellpubliclibrary.org -- 
and take a look at all the space-themed happenings in February!!

On Monday, February 8, at 4PM, first, second, and third graders are invited 
to join in “First Chapters,” a book club where the librarian reads only the 

first chapter from a variety of books—then participants can check them out.  
Discover some great books, series, and authors!  The only requirement to join is a library card.  
Snacks provided.  The group will meet two times a month through the beginning of May.  
Registration is encouraged:  norwellpubliclibrary.org!

The Guidance Department will be hosting Amanda Fowle, Assistant 
District Attorney, on March 3rd at 7pm at Norwell Middle School for 
all parents of students K-12. Amanda will discuss the issue of "Cyber 
Safety" and will explain the concept of social media and how social media 
sites send and store information. An introduction about privacy settings, 
monitoring information and applications that students may hide from 
their parents will be provided. We hope to see many parents at this 
informative evening presentation. If you have any questions, please 

contact Amy Greene (amy.greene@norwellschools.org)  at NHS or Nancy Sifflard 
(nancy.sifflard@norwellschools.org) at NMS.

mailto:amy.greene@norwellschools.org
mailto:nancy.sifflard@norwellschools.org
http://norwellpubliclibrary.org
mailto:amy.greene@norwellschools.org
mailto:nancy.sifflard@norwellschools.org
http://norwellpubliclibrary.org

