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Mark Your Calendar 

1/18! No School: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day!
1/21! 5th Grade Puberty Night, NMS!
1/22! Vinal’s Got Talent. 6:30 NHS!
1/25! Incoming Kindergarten Packets Mailed!
! School Committee Meeting, 7:00 pm at Vinal!
1/26! Community Meeting/Wear YourVinal Spirit !
1/29! Report Cards Go home!

Vinal Newsletter 

KINDERGARTEN 
REGISTRATION!
Norwell Public Schools offers a half-day kindergarten program to all Norwell children who will be 
five years of age before September 1 of each year.  We are pleased to announce that, in addition to our 
traditional half-day kindergarten program, we will also be running two full-day kindergarten classes at 
Vinal Elementary School for the 2016–2017 school year. The Norwell School Committee will be 
setting the tuition rate for the full-day sections in the coming months.  It is estimated (based on our 
best estimated enrollment numbers) that the tuition will be approximately $4,000.   Registration 
for the full-day lottery is open  now on the Norwell Public Schools website 
(www.norwellschools.org).  If you prefer, you may also register for the lottery via telephone by 
contacting Ms. Tricia White at the Norwell Public Schools Central Administration Office at 
781-659-8800.  The registration for the lottery will close on Friday February 12th. The 
lottery drawing will be held on February 25th at 10:00 a.m. 

Registration packets will be mailed on January 25th to all prospective kindergarten families.  If you 
have or know of a child who will be 5 years of age before 9/1/16 and are not sure if they are 
on the Town Census, please call Janet Asnes, Vinal School Secretary  at 781-659-8820. 

http://www.norwellschools.org
http://www.norwellschools.org
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NHS Peer Educators !
Visit Vinal!

Our high school friends visited 4th & 5th grade on 
Tuesday to discuss assertiveness. Students from the 
high school visit three times per year to discuss 
important topics within our social-emotional 
curriculum.  Hearing things from “big kids” is  a 
great way to help underscore these important 
themes.!

Vinal’s Got Talent! !
Sign up forms are in, performances are being perfected, and 
plans are being made for the annual Vinal School Talent 
Show.   The show will be held on Friday, January 22rd at 
6:30 pm in the High School Auditorium.   Tickets will be 

on sale on Wednesday,  January  20th.  Each ticket costs $3.00. Please include the number of 
tickets you want, as well as the money ( cash only) inside the envelope/baggie.  

Ticket Sales: Wednesday, January 20th: 

• Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade- give your envelope to classroom teacher.  Tickets will be 
sent home via backpack on Thursday.!

• 3rd & 4th grade- students may purchase tickets during recess in Mrs. Simmons’ room 
( Room 23)!

• 5th grade -  students may purchase tickets during recess in Mrs. Simmons’ room         
(Room 23)!

Please email with any questions: vinaltalentshow@norwellschools.org.  

We hope to see you at the show!!

mailto:vinal.talentshow@norwellschools.org
mailto:vinal.talentshow@norwellschools.org
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1000 Book Club 
This coming March, both elementary schools will kick off a 1000 

Book Club for preschool and kindergarten students with the 
goal of having our students read 1000 books by the end of 

kindergarten.  We are currently working to fill Vinal's 100 bags (10 
books in each bag) with gently used books for preschool and kindergarten students. 
If you have any early childhood books (ages 3-8) to donate to our 1000 Book Club, 

please drop them off at Vinal School’s office.

Grade 5 delivers food to 
Food Pantry!
Our 5th Grade Teachers, Mrs. 
Simmons, Mrs. Fitzgerald, Ms. 
Nettles, Ms. Peckham and Mrs. Rantz,  
along with Physical Education Teacher 
Lee Leonard and many 5th grade hands, 
loaded Mr. Leonard’s truck to deliver all of 
the items collected for the Food Pantry in 
December.  The Food Pantry asked them to 
deliver in January to help refill depleted 
shelves.  They were overwhelmed by the 
outpouring!  Grade 5 will be collecting again 
for the Food Pantry this winter. Stay tuned 
for more information about the dates.  Well 
done, 5th grade! 
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Vinal Vernacular Term of the Week

Performance Task - A performance task is any learning activity or assessment that asks students to 
perform to demonstrate their knowledge, understanding and proficiency. Performance tasks yield a 
tangible product and/or performance that serve as evidence of learning. Unlike a selected-response 
item (e.g., multiple-choice or matching) that asks students to select from given alternatives, a 
performance task presents a situation that calls for learners to apply their learning in context.!

Performance tasks are routinely used in certain disciplines, such as visual and performing arts, physical 
education, and career-technology where performance is the natural focus of instruction. However, 
such tasks can (and should) be used in every subject area and at all grade levels.!

Characteristics of Performance Tasks:!

Performance tasks call for the application of knowledge and skills, not just recall or recognition.!

Performance tasks are open-ended and typically do not yield a single, correct answer!

Performance tasks establish novel and authentic contexts for performance.!

Performance tasks provide evidence of understanding via transfer.!

Performance tasks are multi-faceted.!

Performance tasks can integrate two or more subjects as well as 21st century skills.!

Performances on open-ended tasks are evaluated with established criteria and rubrics.!

Math is FUN at Vinal!!
Here are some views of Math Specialist, Amy Severance, demonstrating math skills with 
Legos in Ms. Coggeshall’s 1st grade class.  On Friday, she had 16 parents attend her first 
session of “Math with Mom & Dad”.  She is planning on running more sessions later this year.
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Spirit Day: Patriots Day!
Here are some pictures of Patriots spirit at Vinal on Friday.  Our next Spirit Day will be Tuesday, 
January 26th.  Students should wear their “Norwell” clothes or colors for our monthly Community 
Meeting.
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Strategies to Develop a Growth Mindset!
Week Two!

This week’s highlighted strategy is have daily learning discussions. To access last 
week’s strategy see the newsletter from last week here.!

At dinner, in the car or at bedtime take time for both the kids and parents to share the answers 
to these types of questions:!

“What did you learn today?” !

“What mistake did you make that taught you something?!

“What did you try hard at today?”!

 It’s really important says Dweck that I share what I learned, too. This models for kids that I 
learn new things every day, even learning from failures.!

When children share, you can reply like this:!

“You certainly did get smarter today.”!

“I like the way you tried all kinds of strategies on that math problem until you finally got it right.”!

“We all have different learning curves. It may take more time for you to catch onto this and be 
comfortable with this material, but I you keep at it like this you will.”!

“Everyone learns in a different way. Let’s keep trying to find the way that works for you.”!

 (These are direct quotes from Mindset by Carol S. Dweck, Ph.D.)!

Growth Mindset Additional Resources:  

Carol Dweck revisits the “Growth Mindset” in an article through ED Week here. In the 
article she addresses misconceptions that came into play when the “Growth Mindset” was 
originally released. !

Quick overview of the growth mindset from Youtube here that students might enjoy as well. !

!

http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-08-16.pdf
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2015/09/23/carol-dweck-revisits-the-growth-mindset.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElVUqv0v1EE
http://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib02/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/262/Vinal%20Newsletter%2001-08-16.pdf
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2015/09/23/carol-dweck-revisits-the-growth-mindset.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ElVUqv0v1EE
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PARENTAL INTERNET /WiFi SECURITY 
WORKSHOP 

All participants receive an internet appliance with 
Parental controls. This workshop is geared to the "non-
technical" user.!

Jan 20 - MORNING SESSION at NorwellTown 
Office Building-Osborne Room,  10am-noon 

Jan 20 - AFTERNOON SESSION at Norwell 
Middle School Community Room,  7-9pm 

$259 per person enrolled. 

Are you concerned about what internet sites your 
children access with your home WiFi network? Do you 
notice that your WiFi network gets "slow" when 
everyone in your family is using their wireless devices?!

Using the device given, you will be instructed on how 
to set up a separate WiFi network in your home for 
children to use (this doubles your WiFi bandwidth). 
You will also receive instruction on how to set up 
granular parental controls to regulate what contents 
your children can access on this newly formed network 
and also how to restrict access by time of day. There 
will be support immediately following class for fielding 
any questions. Min 8 max 25. Instructor: Meredith 
Knowles, Computer Executive

Author	Janell	Burley	Hofmann	on		
“Raising	the	Digital	Genera9on:	
Tips	and	Tools	for	Parents	and	
Educators”						Wednesday,	January	
20th,	2016	,	7:00	PM	!
She	wrote	iRules:	What	Every	Tech-
Healthy	Family	Needs	to	Know	
About	Selfies,	SexCng,	Gaming	and	
Growing	Up.		Hear	what	she	has	to	
say	about	nurturing	communica4on	
and	raising	tech-healthy	families	in	
the	digital	age.			!
Q&A	and	book	signing	to	follow	
presenta4on.		Copies	of	iRules	will	
be	available	for	purchase	courtesy	of	
BuBonwood	Books.	!
Limited	sea4ng;	registra4on	
encouraged:		
norwellpubliclibrary.org	or	call	
781-659-2015	

Co-sponsored	by:		The	Friends	of	
Norwell	Public	Library,	Cole	School	
PTO,	Vinal	School	PTO,	and	Norwell	
Middle	School	PTO.	


