
April 16, 2021

Dear NMS Community,

Third quarter ended last Friday, April 9th, and report cards will be issued today through the Aspen
portal. With the fourth quarter already underway, the end of the year is in sight. However, there is
still much to do. During the fourth quarter, students’ energy and excitement for the end of the year
increases. Additionally, students’ academic focus sometimes begins to wane as they think, “The year
is already over.” We appreciate your support in reminding students of their academic commitments
and the importance of finishing the year on a positive note academically and behaviorally so their
learning opportunities are maximized, and their summer can be relaxing and fun. In addition, please
continue to read emails from the school and teachers, and check the school’s webpage
(www.norwellschools.org/nms) for important information about what is happening in the school.

Report Cards and Communication with Teachers
Reports cards are available in the Aspen portal for students and parents starting after school on April
16. For support in accessing your portal account, please contact Kathy Lynch at
kathleen.lynch@norwellschools.org. The report card provides a good opportunity for parents and
students to discuss the student’s progress and learning in each of the classes. The emphasis should be
on the effort and learning that occurred during the course of the term, as well as the areas of strength
and areas for growth.

I strongly encourage students and parents/guardians to reach out to teachers if you have questions or
concerns about the term grade, student’s work and/or performance including homework, the
curriculum, or other topics regarding student’s learning.

Parent/Guardian - Teacher Conferences
Wednesday, April 28 will be an early release day so that teachers can be available for
parent/guardian–teacher conferences from 12-2:30 p.m. and from 6:30-8:30 p.m. These
conferences will be done virtually through a Google Meets. This date provides another opportunity
for parents and guardians to communicate with their child’s teachers about their progress in school.
We try to accommodate as many appointment requests as possible with the limited number of time
slots available on this day. We ask that parents and guardians who have had an opportunity to discuss
their child’s progress with the teachers recently to wait before signing up to allow others who have
not had an opportunity to talk with teachers to sign up for open conference times first.

If you would like to schedule a meeting you can use the online scheduling system found at:
https://ptcfast.com/schools/Norwell_Middle_School. Directions on how to use this system are found
at the end of this letter.

When you schedule a conference or send an email, please prepare specific questions to help facilitate
the productivity of the conversation.
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Course Placement and Course Selection Forms
Sixth grade teachers will soon be completing rubrics to determine students’ placements for next year’s
classes in English and mathematics. Seventh grade teachers will be completing rubrics to determine
students’ placements for next year’s classes in English, mathematics, and science. World language
teachers will also be completing a rubric to determine current seventh grade students placement into
eighth grade world language courses. The 2021-2022 NMS Program of Studies is being presented to
the Norwell School Committee on Monday, April 26th at their 7 PM meeting. The NMS Program of
Studies will then be available on the school website.

Parents of eighth grade students can complete their student’s high school course requests online using
the Aspen portal. The family portal will be open between now and April 29th for parents to make
course and level selections. I encourage you to review the NHS Program of Studies to learn about the
expectations of each course. Course selection directions are available in the Aspen family portal.
Additionally, I want to call your attention to several new performing arts classes recently added to the
NHS Program of Studies. Please click on this link to watch a video introducing you to these new
courses. If you have any questions about the course selection process, please contact one of the NMS
school counselors or NHS school counselor Amy Greene.

MCAS
The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education recently announced new
timeframes for when MCAS has to be completed this year. With that announcement, we changed the
testing dates.  The new testing dates are:

ELA MATH SCIENCE

Grade 6 Wed, June 2 Wed, June 9

Grade 7 Thurs, May 27 Tues, June 8

Grade 8 Tues, May 25 Thurs, June 3 Thurs, June 10

As testing has to be completed by Friday, June 11, it is important that students make every effort to be
in school and on time on their testing days.

PTO Gear
The NMS PTO is selling Norwell branded clothing and gear.  You can view and order online at:
https://rocklandathletics.com/personalized-web-stores/schools.html?cat=1046.

In closing, I want to thank everybody for their support over the course of this year. As always, if you
have any questions or concerns, please contact me by phone at (781) 659-8814 or by email at
derek.sulc@norwellschools.org; parents/guardians can also contact their child’s teachers with
questions or concerns specific to the classroom.

Thank you,

Derek J. Sulc, Principal
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Instructions for Online Conference Registration

● Go to http://www.ptcfast.com/schools/Norwell_Middle_School

● Choose all the teachers with whom you’d like to meet (if you have more than one child at

NMS, you can choose teachers for all of your children on this page) and click Submit

● Identify whether the conferences you chose are for one or more than one student.

If you choose more than one student

○ Provide the student name for each teacher; click Done with names; proceed with

registration

○ Provide your name, email address and phone number (optional) and click Submit

If you choose one student

○ Provide the student’s first and last name, your name, email address and phone

number (optional) and click Submit

● You will receive the following message:

Thank you for registering. Please check your email at the address you provided.

You will find an email with the subject header “Select Date/Time for Teacher

conference Now.” Just press the link in the email and you will be able to pick a

time slot for the conference.

● Go to your email and open the email from do-not-reply@ptcfast.com.

● Click on the link and select your conference times.

If you do not receive a confirmation email, be sure to check your SPAM, Trash, and/or
quarantined mail.  Adding the email address above to your contact list in advance may be helpful.

If you are unable to schedule a conference through the online system, please contact Assistant
Principal Sean McInnis at sean.mcinnis@norwellschools.org or Principal Derek Sulc at
derek.sulc@norwellschools.org.
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