
  
  

  

2021   Frequently   Asked   Questions     
about   the   Grade   5   to   Grade   6   Transition   

  
Click   on   any   of   the   questions   to   be   brought   to   that   question   in   the   document.   

● What   activities   does   NMS   do   to   support   students   in   the   transition   to   the   middle   school?   
● What   activities   does   the   middle   school   do   to   support   parents   /   guardians   in   the   transition?   
● How   are   classes   in   sixth   grade   determined?    How   is   the   teacher   for   each   student   

determined?   
● Who   should   I   contact   if   my   student   should   not   be   with   another   student?    Who   should   I   

contact   if   I   have   specific   concerns   about   my   student’s   transition   to   middle   school?   
● What   does   a   sixth   grade   schedule   look   like?    When   do   we   get   the   student’s   schedule   and   

teacher   assignments?   
● What   are   the   exploratories?   
● If   a   student   elects   to   take   band   or   chorus,   do   they   miss   any   other   classes   or   exploratory   

classes?   
● When   do   the   students   receive   the   iPad   and   what   training   will   they   receive?   
● How   separate   are   the   sixth   graders   from   the   seventh   and   eighth   graders   in   the   school   and   

on   the   bus?   
● How   can   parents   be   involved   in   the   school?   
● What   extra-curricular   activities   are   there   for   students?   
● How   can   I   support   my   student   in   the   transition   and   to   be   successful   in   middle   school?   
● Since   my   student   is   on   an   IEP,   who   will   be   my   student’s   special   education   teacher   and   

when   will   I   know?   
● How   does   my   student   on   an   IEP   receive   services?    Are   they   pulled   out   of   classes?    Will   

they   miss   any   classes   due   to   receiving   services   (i.e.   will   they   be   able   to   take   band   or   
chorus)?   

  
What   activities   does   NMS   do   to   support   students   in   the   transition   to   the   middle   school?   
Before  the  start  of  the  school  year  in  September,  there  are  some  different  activities  we  have                  
planned   to   support   students   in   the   transition   to   NMS.   
1. We  are  making  a  video  to  present  information  about  the  middle  school  and  answer  questions                 

that   will   be   shown   to   5th   grade   students   in   school   by   their   5th   grade   teacher..   
2. In  June,  the  school  counselors  and  the  principal  will  visit  the  fifth  grade  classrooms  to                 

introduce   themselves   and   answer   questions.   
3. On  June  3  at  5  PM,  the  administrators,  counselors,  and  a  sixth  grade  teacher  will  present                  

information  to  parents  and  guardians  about  the  6th  grade  and  the  transition  to  middle  school                 
via  a  Zoom  conference  that  will  be  recorded  for  parents  and  guardians  who  are  not  able  to                   
attend.    There   will   be   an   opportunity   for   questions   as   well.   

4. We  are  planning  an  event  for  late  August  to  have  students  come  to  the  middle  school  building                   
  



  

  

to   see   their   classrooms   and   tour   the   building.     
5. In  past  years  in  late  August,  we  have  had  iPad  distribution  days  in  which  students  and  their                   

parents  /guardians  come  to  the  middle  school  to  receive  and  set-up  their  school  issued  iPad                 
and   other   technology   accounts.     

  
Once  the  school  year  begins,  the  sixth  grade  teachers  and  school  counselors  utilize  time  during  the                  
school  day  to  continue  to  support  students  in  their  transition  to  middle  school.  In  addition  to                  
activities  in  which  students  get  to  know  each  other,  teachers  review  students’  schedules  and                
classroom  and  building  expectations.  They  also  give  the  students  a  lot  of  practice  with  their  new                  
locker  (if  we  are  allowed  to  issue  lockers  next  year).  School  counselors  work  with  homerooms  to                  
establish  full  value  contracts  as  well  as  meet  with  individual  students  who  might  need  additional                 
support.   

   
  

What   activities   does   the   middle   school   do   to   support   parents   /   guardians   in   the   transition?   
At  the  middle  school,  we  know  that  the  transition  can  sometimes  be  challenging  and  anxiety                 
producing  for  parents  so  we  try  to  support  parents  during  the  transition  as  well.  On  June  3  at  5                     
PM,  the  administrators,  counselors,  and  a  sixth  grade  teacher  will  present  information  to  parents                
and  guardians  about  the  6th  grade  and  the  transition  to  middle  school  via  a  Zoom  conference  that                   
will  be  recorded  for  parents  and  guardians  who  are  not  able  to  attend.  We  provide  time  for                   
questions  and  answers  as  well,  though  we  ask  that  questions  about  individual  needs  are  addressed                 
with  us  privately.  To  that  point,  administrators  and  school  counselors  are  available  to               
communicate  or  meet  with  individual  parents  and  students  prior  to  the  start  of  school  on  an  as                   
needed   basis.     
  

At  the  iPad  Distribution  meetings,  we  expect  parents  /  guardians  to  come  with  their  student  to  help                   
the   student   set   up   the   iPad   and   learn   about   the   school’s   expectations   and   use   of   the   iPad.   
  

Once  school  begins,  administrators,  school  counselors,  and  teachers  are  available  to  answer              
questions  via  email  or  phone.  We  can  also  have  meetings  if  there  are  specific  concerns  that  need  to                    
be  addressed.  There  is  also  an  Open  House  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  school  at  which  teachers  lay                     
out   the   curriculum   and   expectations   for   students.     
  
  

How   are   classes   in   sixth   grade   determined?    How   is   the   teacher   for   each   student   determined?   
For  the  most  part,  class  assignments  are  random  as  students  will  have  multiple  teachers  throughout                 
the  day.  Since  students  do  attend  their  English,  math,  science,  and  social  studies  classes  as  a                  
homeroom  group,  we  do  make  certain  considerations  for  homerooms.  When  creating  homerooms,              
we  try  to  have  an  equal  number  of  male  and  female  students  and  an  equal  number  of  Cole  and                     
Vinal  students.  We  also  ask  the  current  fifth  grade  teachers  for  input  regarding  students’  academic                 
ability  so  that  the  homeroom  groups  are  heterogeneous.  Other  things,  such  as  participation  in  band                
or   chorus   and   specific   IEP/504   needs,   are   also   considered   when   placing   students.   
  
  

Who   should   I   contact   if   my   student   should   not   be   with   another   student?    Who   should   I   



  

  

contact   if   I   have   specific   concerns   about   my   student’s   transition   to   middle   school?   
You  should  contact  your  child’s  school  counselor  with  any  questions  or  concerns.  If  your  child’s                 
last  name  begins  with  A-K,  contact  Mrs.  Sifflard  ( nancy.sifflard@norwellschools.org ),  and  if  your              
child’s   last   name   begins   with   L-Z,   contact   Mrs.   Sailer   ( lisa.sailer@norwellschools.org ).     

   
What  does  a  sixth  grade  schedule  look  like?  When  do  we  get  the  student’s  schedule  and                  
teacher   assignments?   
The  entire  middle  school  follows  a  seven  period  schedule  that  rotates  between  Day  1  and  Day  2.                   
In  a  typical  day,  a  student  attends  4  academic  classes  (English,  math,  social  studies  and  science),                  
an  academic  extension  class,  and  2  exploratory  classes.  Click   HERE  to  access  the  NMS  Program                 
of   Studies,   which   contains   course   descriptions   for   all   classes.   
  

Schedules  will  be  posted  on  the  Aspen  portal  in  August.  An  email  is  sent  to  parents  as  soon  as  the                      
schedules   are   posted.   
  
  

What   are   the   exploratories?   
Exploratory  classes  meet  every  other  day  for  one  quarter,  one  semester,  or  the  entire  year.  In  the                   
6th  grade,  we  offer  the  following  exploratory  classes:  physical  education  (although  scheduled  as  a                
quarter  class,  most  student  schedules  include  four  quarters  of  physical  education),  art,  foods  &                
nutrition,  band  (this  is  an  elective  course),  chorus  (also  an  elective  course),  engineering  design  and                 
digital  presentations,  introduction  to  Spanish,  introduction  to  Latin,  introduction  to  French,             
iPad/library,   library/literacy,   music,   and   social   health   /   guidance.   
  
  

If  a  student  elects  to  take  band  or  chorus,  do  they  miss  any  other  classes  or  exploratory                   
classes?   
Band  and  chorus  are  scheduled  as  exploratory  classes.  Due  to  the  constraints  of  the  schedule                 
(limited  number  of  exploratory  periods  over  the  course  of  the  year),  there  may  be  some  exploratory                  
classes  that  band  and  chorus  students  do  not  have.  Since  they  are  performing  musically,  they  are                  
not  scheduled  for  the  music  class.  Then  depending  on  the  availability  in  the  remainder  of  their                  
schedule,  a  sixth  grade  student  in  band  or  chorus  may  not  have  a  quarter  of  physical  education,  art,                    
or  foods  and  nutrition.  We  make  sure  that  over  a  student’s  three  years  at  Norwell  Middle  School                   
they   have   the   opportunity   to   take   all   the   exploratory   classes   that   are   offered.   
  
  

When   do   the   students   receive   the   iPad   and   what   training   will   they   receive?   
Sixth  grade  students  receive  their  school-owned  iPad  at  an  iPad  Distribution  meeting  in  late                
August.  At  this  meeting,  students  and  parents  are  provided  with  an  overview  of  the  iPad’s  use  in                   
school  and  expectations  for  students.  Then  there  is  time  dedicated  to  setting  up  the  iPad  so  that  it                    
is  ready  to  be  used  the  first  week  of  school.  Students  are  also  signed  up  to  take  the  iPad/library                     
exploratory  class  which  meets  during  the  first  quarter  of  school.  In  this  class,  there  is  instruction                  
on  appropriate  iPad  use  as  well  as  instruction  on  some  of  the  apps  that  students  will  use  at  the                     
middle   school.   
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How  separate  are  the  sixth  graders  from  the  seventh  and  eighth  graders  in  the  school  and  on                   
the   bus?   
The  school  is  configured  so  that  each  grade’s  homerooms  and  academic  classes  (English,  math,                
science,  and  social  studies)  are  in  separate  hallways.  The  exploratory  classes  are  set  up  by  grade                  
level  so  sixth  grade  students  are  not  in  exploratory  classes  with  students  in  seventh  or  eighth  grade.                  
It  is  possible  that  sixth  grade  students  will  be  in  a  directed  study  hall  with  seventh  and/or  eighth                    
grade   students   though   this   does   not   happen   often.   
  

Sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  grade  students  take  the  bus  to  and  from  school  together.  In  previous                  
years,  the  bus  drivers  establish  the  front  seats  of  the  bus  for  sixth  grade,  the  middle  seats  for                    
seventh  grade,  and  the  back  seats  for  eighth  grade.  However,  this  past  year  due  to  the  pandemic,                   
seats  were  assigned  differently.  We  are  currently  expecting  to  go  back  to  seating  arrangements  that                 
we   had   in   previous   years.   
  
  

How   can   parents   /   guardians   be   involved   in   the   school?   
Opportunities  for  involvement  take  on  a  different  form  at  the  middle  school  than  those  you  may                  
have  had  at  the  elementary  school.  These  opportunities  tend  to  be  a  little  more  behind  the  scenes,                   
allowing  students  to  have  a  balance  between  the  independence  they  so  desire  at  this  age  and  the                   
support  we  know  they  still  need.  One  of  the  best  ways  for  parents/  guardians  to  be  involved  is                    
through  the  NMS  PTO.  Our  PTO  provides  supplies,  materials  and  funds  to  support  all  of  the                  
students  in  our  school.  Parents  /guardians  can  also  join  the  Norwell  Scholastic  Arts  Society  or                 
attend  NMS  School  Council  meetings.  At  times,  teachers  may  invite  parents  /  guardians  to  present                 
in   their   classrooms,   particularly   when   the   topic   in   class   relates   to   their   area   of   knowledge.   
  

If  you  have  other  suggestions  about  how  you  can  support  the  learning  for  students  in  school,  please                   
feel   free   to   contact   the   principal   to   discuss   your   ideas.   
  

What   extra-curricular   activities   are   there   for   students?   
There  are  many  ways  for  students  to  be  involved  in  the  NMS  community  after  school.  In  the  fall,                    
winter  and  spring,  NMS  staff  members  run  short  term  sessions  of  a  variety  of  after  school                  
activities.  These  vary  each  year  and  are  academic,  athletic  and  social  in  nature.  Some  that  we                  
have  run  recently  are  chess  club,  badminton,  improv,  and  creative  writing.  Some  staff  members                
also  run  full-year  activities,  such  as  jazz  band  and  math  team.  We  also  have  service  clubs  that                   
meet  after  school  such  as  Best  Buddies,  environmental  club,  and  community  service  club.               
Students  can  also  join  Spotlighters,  the  NMS  drama  club,  that  puts  on  our  school  play  every  year,                   
or   they   can   run   for   a   spot   on   Student   Government.   
  
  

How   can   I   support   my   student   in   the   transition   and   to   be   successful   in   middle   school?   
There  is  no  one  size  fits  all  answer  to  this  question  as  every  student  needs  different  levels  and                    
types  of  support.  One  key  is  to  continue  to  talk  to  your  student  about  their  experiences  so  you                    
know  what  they  are  learning,  what  they  are  struggling  with,  and  what  their  questions  are.  With                  
that  information,  you  can  guide  them  to  be  an  advocate  for  themselves  by  suggesting  that  they  ask                   



  

  

certain  questions  of  their  teachers  or  the  administration.  You  can  also  support  them  by  gradually                 
giving  them  more  and  more  independence  but  recognizing  that  they  will  need  guidance  in  how  to                  
manage  this  independence.  It  is  important  that  discussions  are  focused  on  their  individual  growth                
and   development   rather   than   end   products   and   comparisons   to   others.     
  

One  challenge  that  many  students  have  is  the  earlier  start  time.  To  support  students  with  the  earlier                   
start  time,  you  can  begin  this  practice  before  school  starts  in  September.  Another  common                
challenge  is  organization.  There  are  different  strategies  for  organization  which  teachers  and  school               
counselors  can  review  with  students  and  parents.  One  key  to  organization  is  taking  the  time  to  do                   
it.  Whether  it  is  making  checklists,  creating  a  schedule,  or  preparing  the  night  before,  organization                 
takes   time   and   focus.    Students   need   to   learn   what   organizational   strategies   work   best   for   them.   

  
  

Since  my  student  is  on  an  IEP,  who  will  be  my  student’s  special  education  teacher  and  when                   
will   I   know?   
Your  student  will  be  assigned  a  special  education  teacher  over  the  summer.  Students  find  out  their                  
teachers,  including  their  special  education  teacher,  when  they  receive  their  schedule  in  August.  If                
you  have  questions  about  implementation  of  your  student’s  IEP  in  the  middle  school,  you  can                 
contact   Principal   Derek   Sulc   ( derek.sulc@norwellschools.org ).   
  
  

How  does  my  student  on  an  IEP  receive  services?  Are  they  pulled  out  of  classes?  Will  they                   
miss   any   classes   due   to   receiving   services   (i.e.   will   they   be   able   to   take   band   or   chorus)?   
Students  receive  all  services  identified  in  their  Individualized  Education  Plan.  If  the  student               
receives  academic  support  through  a  skills  class,  this  class  is  built  into  the  schedule  like  every                  
other  class.  Students  are  not  pulled  out  of  academic  classes  (English,  math,  science,  or  social                 
studies)  unless  it  is  written  in  the  plan.  Since  skills  class  is  scheduled  at  the  same  time  as  all                     
classes,  there  are  sometimes  conflicts  (as  there  sometimes  are  with  students  who  are  not  on  IEPs).                  
We  try  to  develop  a  schedule  that  allows  all  students  to  take  the  classes  that  are  required  as  well  as                      
the  classes  that  they  want  such  as  band  or  chorus.  When  there  are  conflicts,  we  try  to  make                    
choices  so  that  students  have  complete  exploratory  options.  In  some  cases,  we  will  work  with  the                  
parents   /   guardians   and   students   to   develop   a   schedule   that   meets   the   students’   needs   and   choices.   
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